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Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. walks to the Senate floor on Capitol Hill in Washington to discuss the ‘fiscal cliff’, 
Thursday, Dec. 27, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 


Obama, congress leaders to make last-ditch ‘cliff’ effort 


American Hero 



Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf 
died Thursday, Dec. 27, 2012 
in Tampa, Fla. He was 78. 

(AP Photo) 

LOLITA C. BALDOR 
RICHARD PYLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re¬ 
tired Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, who topped 
an illustrious military career 
by commanding the U.S.- 
led international coalition 
that drove Saddam Hus¬ 
sein’s forces out of Kuwait 
in 1991 but kept a low pub¬ 
lic profile in controversies 
over the second Gulf War 
against Iraq, died Thursday. 
He was 78. 

Schwarzkopf died in Tam¬ 
pa, Florida, where he had 
lived in retirement, accord¬ 
ing to a U.S. official, who 
was not authorized to re¬ 
lease the information pub¬ 
licly and spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

A much-decorated com¬ 
bat soldier in Vietnam, 
Schwarzkopf was known 
popularly as “Stormin’ Nor¬ 
man” for a notoriously ex¬ 
plosive temper. 

Continued on Page 6 


JONATHAN WEISMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama is expected 
to meet with congressional 
leaders Friday and House 
Republicans summoned 
lawmakers back for a Sun¬ 
day session and one last- 
ditch effort to avert a fiscal 


crisis brought on by auto¬ 
matic tax increases and 
spending cuts scheduled 
to hit next week. Republi¬ 
cans expressed a flicker of 
hope Thursday that a deal 
could still be reached to at 
least avert most of the tax 
increases Tuesday, to pre¬ 
vent a sudden cut in pay¬ 


ments to medical providers 
treating Medicare patients 
and to extend expiring un¬ 
employment benefits. But 
both parties' leaders said 
time is running out. 

“Here we are, five days 
from the New Year, and we 
might finally start talking,” 
said Sen. Mitch McConnell 


of Kentucky, the Senate Re¬ 
publican leader. 

The overriding emotion 
Thursday, as senators con¬ 
vened for a rare session be¬ 
tween Christmas and New 
Year's Day, appeared to 
be embarrassment. 

Continued on Page 5 
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Winter blizzard wreaks havoc across US Northeast 


HOLLY RAMER 
Associated Press 
CONCORD, New Hamp¬ 
shire (AP) — A winter storm 
that has killed more than a 
dozen people across the 
eastern half of the United 
States plodded across the 
Northeast on Thursday, 
trapping jet planes in snow 
or mud and frustrating trav¬ 
elers still trying to return 
home after Christmas. 

The storm, which was 
blamed for at least 16 
deaths farther south and 
west, brought plenty of 
wind, rain and snow to the 
Northeast when it blew in 
Wednesday night. Lights 
generally remained on and 
cars mostly stayed on the 
road, unlike many harder- 
hit places including the 
southern state of Arkansas, 



A snow removal truck clears a road, Thursday, Dec. 27, 2012 
during the first major snowstorm of winter in the region. 

(AP Photo/Graham Hughes) 




VtNtIUllA I-J42I3] m.DI4l . lUMiW 

www.blucarub3.cam f f ales@bluc3ruha.ccmi 



where 200,000 homes and 
businesses lost power. 

By afternoon, the precipi¬ 
tation had stopped in parts 
of Pennsylvania, New Jer¬ 
sey, and Massachusetts, 
though snow continued 
to fall in upstate New York 
and northern New Eng¬ 
land. Parts of snow-savvy 
New Hampshire expected 
as much as 18 inches (450 
millimeters). 

The Northeast's heaviest 
snowfall was expected to 
be in northern Pennsylva¬ 
nia, upstate New York and 
inland sections of several 
New England states before 
the storm heads into Can¬ 
ada on Friday, National 
Weather Service spokes¬ 
man David Roth said. 

While the East Coast's 
largest cities — New York, 
Philadelphia and Boston — 
saw mostly high winds and 
cold rain, other areas ex¬ 
perienced a messy mix of 
rain and snow that slowed 
commuters and those still 
heading home from holi¬ 
day trips. Some inbound 
flights were delayed in Phil¬ 
adelphia and New York's 
LaGuardia, but the weath¬ 
er wasn’t leading to delays 
at other major East Coast 
airports. 

On New York’s Long Island, 
a Southwest Airlines jet 
bound for Tampa, Florida, 
veered off a taxiway and 
got stuck in mud Thurs¬ 
day morning. Officials said 
there were no injuries to the 
129 passengers and five 
crew members. Though 


the area received heavy 
rain overnight. Southwest 
spokesman Paul Flanigan 
said it wasn't clear whether 
that played a role. 

In Pittsburgh, a flight that 
landed safely during the 
storm Wednesday night 
got stuck in several inch¬ 
es of snow on the tarmac 
about two hours. The Amer¬ 
ican Airlines flight arrived 
between 8 and 9 p.m., but 
then ran over a snow patch 
and got stuck. 

Earlier, the storm system 
spawned tornadoes on 
Christmas along the Gulf 
Coast, startling people like 
Bob and Sherry Sims of Mo¬ 
bile, Alabama, who had 
just finished dinner. 

Deaths from wind-toppled 
trees also were reported 
in Texas and Louisiana, 
but car crashes caused 
most of the fatalities. Two 
people were killed in Ken¬ 
tucky crashes, a New York 
man was killed after his 
pickup truck skidded on 
an icy road in northwest 
Pennsylvania, and an Ohio 
teenager died after los¬ 
ing control of her car and 
smashing into an oncom¬ 
ing snowplow. 

In Arkansas, where two 
people died in a head- 
on collision, some of those 
who lost electricity could 
be without it for as long as a 
week because of snapped 
poles and wires after ice 
and 10 inches (250 millime¬ 
ters) of snow coated power 
lines, said the state's largest 
utility, Entergy Arkansas.Q 


President of Central African 
Republic seeks foreign help 


H. MARBOUA 
KRISTA LARSON 
Associated Press 
BANGUI, Central African 
Republic (AP) — The presi¬ 
dent of Central African Re¬ 
public on Thursday urgently 
called on France and other 
foreign powers to help his 
government fend off rebels 
who are quickly seizing ter¬ 
ritory and approaching this 
capital city, but French of¬ 
ficials declined to offer any 
military assistance. 

The developments suggest 
Central African Republic 
could be on the brink of 


another violent change in 
government, something 
not new in the history of this 
resource-rich, yet deeply 
impoverished country. The 
current president, Fran¬ 
cois Bozize, himself came 
to power nearly a decade 
ago in the wake of a rebel¬ 
lion. 

Speaking to crowds in Ban¬ 
gui, a city of some 600,000, 
Bozize pleaded with foreign 
powers to do what they 
could. He pointed in par¬ 
ticular to France, Central 
African Republic’s former 
colonial ruler. □ 
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Time runs short to avert US longshoremen’s strike 


DAVID CARUSO 

S. MAYEROWITZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — In just 
a few days, a walkout by 
thousands of dock workers 
could bring commerce to 
a near standstill at every 
major U.S. port from Boston 
to Houston, potentially de¬ 
livering a big blow to retail¬ 
ers and manufacturers still 
struggling to find their foot¬ 
ing in a weak economy. 
More than 14,000 long¬ 
shoremen are threating to 
go on strike Sunday — a 
wide-ranging work stop¬ 
page that would imme¬ 
diately close cargo ports 
on the East Coast and the 
Gulf of Mexico to container 
ships. 

The 15 ports involved in the 
labor dispute move more 
than 100 million tons of 
goods each year, or about 
40 percent of U.S. contain¬ 
erized cargo traffic. Losing 
them to a shutdown, even 
for a few days, could cost 
the economy billions of dol¬ 
lars. 

“If the port shuts down, 
nothing moves in or out,” 
said Jonathan Gold, vice 
president of supply chain 
and customs policy at the 
National Retail Federation. 
And when the workers do 
return, “it’s going to take 
time to clear out that back¬ 
log, and we don’t know 
how long that it’s going to 
take.” 

Shipments of such varied 
products as flat-screen TVs, 


sneakers and snow shovels 
would either sit idle at sea 
or get rerouted, at great 
time and expense. U.S. fac¬ 
tories also rely on contain¬ 
er ships for parts and raw 
materials, meaning supply 
lines for all sorts of products 
could be squeezed. 

Joseph Ahlstrom, a profes¬ 
sor at the State University of 
New York’s Maritime Col¬ 
lege and a former cargo 
ship captain, called con¬ 
tainer ships the “lifeblood 
of the country.” 

“We don’t fly in a lot of 
products. It's just too ex¬ 
pensive,” Ahlstrom said. 
“The bulk of the products 
we import come in inside 
containers.” 

The master contract be¬ 
tween the International 
Longshoremen’s Associa¬ 
tion and the U.S. Maritime 
Alliance, a group repre¬ 
senting shipping lines, ter¬ 
minal operators and port 
associations, expired in 
September. The two sides 
agreed to extend it once 
already, for 90 days, but 
they have so far balked at 
extending it again when it 
expires at 12:01 a.m. local 
time Sunday. 

The union said its members 
would agree to an exten¬ 
sion only if the Maritime Al¬ 
liance dropped a proposal 
to freeze the royalties work¬ 
ers get for every container 
they unload. The Alliance 
has argued that the long¬ 
shoremen, who it said earn 
an average $124,138 per 
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A freight container, right, is lowered onto a tractor trailer by a 
container crane at the Port of Boston in Boston. The crane and a 
reach stacker, left, are operated by longshoremen at the port. 
The longshoremen's union may strike if they are unable to reach 
an agreement on their contract, which expires Dec. 29, 2012. 
A walkout by dock workers represented by the International 
Longshoremen's Association would bring commerce to a near 
halt at ports from Boston to Houston. 

(AP Photo/Steven Senne) 


year in wages and bene¬ 
fits, are compensated well 
enough already. 

Federal mediators have 
been trying to push nego¬ 
tiations along, but there 
has been no word from 
either side on the progress 
of the talks since Dec. 24. 
As recently as Dec. 19, the 
president of the longshore¬ 
men, Harold Daggett, said 
the talks weren’t going well 
and that a strike was ex¬ 
pected. 

The work stoppage would 
not be absolute. Long¬ 
shoremen would continue 
to handle military cargo, 
mail, passenger ships, non- 
containerized items like au¬ 
tomobiles, and perishable 
commodities, like fresh 
food. 

Yet the economic damage 
could still be severe. □ 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton to 
return to work next week 


MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton is expected to 
return to work next week, 
almost three weeks after 
being sidelined by a con¬ 
cussion. Clinton spokes¬ 
man Philippe Reines says 
Clinton continues to recu¬ 
perate at home and will 
resume her office schedule 
next week. He says Clin¬ 
ton had no schedule this 
week because of a long- 


planned holiday. 

Aides and doctors say Clin¬ 
ton contracted a stomach 
virus in early December 
and became dehydrated, 
then fainted, fell and hit her 
head. She was diagnosed 
with a concussion on Dec. 
13 and hasn’t been seen 
in public since. Clinton’s ill¬ 
ness led her to cancel an 
overseas trip and sched¬ 
uled testimony before Con¬ 
gress about the deadly at¬ 
tack on the U.S. Consulate 
in Benghazi, Libya. □ 
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Necropsy, beach burial for Breezy Point whale 



A 60-foot fin whale, washed up on the Jamaica Bay beach at Breezy Point, in the Queens borough 
of New York, Dec. 26, 2012. The whale died December 27, 2012. 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times) 


© 2012 New York Times 
By SARAH MAS LIN NIR 
NEW YORK - On the wind¬ 
swept beach at Breezy 
Point on Thursday after¬ 
noon, the researcher cut 
a small cube out of the 
side of the giant whale, 
deposited the morsel in a 
vial of formaldehyde and 
screwed the cap shut. It 
was a messy job. 

“The whale is still full of 
blood,” the researcher, 
Julika Wocial, explained, 
“even though it’s dead.” 
What began as a post- 
Christmas drama - the 
sighting of an endangered 
finback whale, breathing, 
just barely, as it floundered 
in the surf of Rockaway Inlet 
in Queens on Wednesday - 
became a grim procedural 
march after the mammal 
died overnight. 

As the dead leviathan 
lay among the waves, 
Thursday became a day 
to tackle logistical head¬ 


aches, including locating 
the right knives to fillet it for 
science and fracking down 
machinery heavy-duty 
enough to tow the beast, 
estimated to weigh 30 tons, 


to its grave site in the dunes 
nearby. 

The animal showed up on 
the beach emaciated; at 
60 feet long, it should have 
weighed around 60 tons. 


said Robert DiGiovanni Jr., 
executive director of fhe 
Riverhead Foundafion on 
Long Island, the officially 
designated marine-mam¬ 
mal rescue group for the re¬ 


gion. In death on Thursday, 
the whale’s spinal column 
could be seen under taut 
gray skin. “It was clearly 
sick for a very long time,” 
DiGiovanni said. 

The possible causes of fhe 
whale's death are many, 
said Allison McHale, a 
spokeswoman for fhe Na¬ 
tional Marine Fisheries Ser¬ 
vice. It could have con¬ 
tracted any number of 
viral or bacterial diseases. 
It could have been struck 
by a ship - though no se¬ 
rious injuries were visible 
on the parts of fhe whale 
that could be inspected, 
there could be injuries on 
the parts of fhe whale that 
were hidden from view, 
or the animal could have 
been mortally injured long 
enough ago that no injuries 
were visible. 

Though the whale, whose 
age and sex were not yet 
known, would be small for 
an adult finbackO 
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Here’s where Congress Obama, congress leaders to 
did OK in the year 2012 mak© last-ditch ‘cliff’ effort 


Joshua Green 
The Boston Globe 

The holidays are an occa¬ 
sion to step back from the 
bustle of daily life and reflect 
on the year just passed. It’s a 
time when we’re supposed 
to look for the good in ev¬ 
eryone, even the least de¬ 
serving. Which brings us to 
Congress, an institution that 
doesn’t elicit many warm 
feelings, no matter how 
much eggnog you’ve con¬ 
sumed. 

Despite all the conflict and 
strife, there were some im¬ 
portant bipartisan congres¬ 
sional accomplishments 
this year, which were over¬ 
looked precisely because 
they lacked drama. 

So in the spirit of the season, 
here are a few of them. 

Two years ago, a pipeline 
explosion ripped through a 
suburban neighborhood in 
San Bruno, California, killing 
eight people, part of a wave 
of oil and gas spills across 
the country. In January, both 
parties cooperated to pass 
a pipeline safety bill that ad¬ 
dresses the most egregious 
shortcomings. 

Shockingly, the San Bruno 
disaster took so long to con¬ 
tain because nobody could 
manage to shut down the 
pipeline. The new law re¬ 
quires remote shut-off valves. 
Explosions were common 
because pipelines like the 
one in San Bruno frequently 
operated at the wrong pres¬ 
sure. So pipelines will be test¬ 
ed to ensure they’re within 
a maximum operating pres¬ 
sure established under the 
law. 

Over the summer, while most 
health care news focused 
on the Supreme Court’s 
controversial Obamacare 
decision. Congress quietly 
passed a series of measures 
to create new cancer treat¬ 
ments and lower drug prices. 
Children with cancer have 
limited treatment options 
because adult drugs are of¬ 
ten too powerful, and drug 
makers don’t see profit po¬ 
tential in oncological drugs 
for children; the Food and 
Drug Administration has ap¬ 
proved just one childhood 
cancer drug in the last 20 
years, compared to 50 for 
adults. The Creating Hope 
Act, which became law in 
July, addresses this problem 
by allowing companies to 
expedite the regulatory re¬ 
view process of more profit¬ 


able drugs if they also devel¬ 
op treatments for pediatric 
cancers and other rare dis¬ 
eases. There’s good reason 
to think that approach will 
work. The Orphan Drug Act, 
a 1983 law built on similar 
regulatory and marketing 
incentives, has led to treat¬ 
ments for hundreds of rare 
diseases like Tourette’s Syn¬ 
drome. 

Drug shortages are another 
chronic problem. According 
to the FDA, they have tripled 
since 2005 and currently ex¬ 
ist for more than 100 drugs. In 
July, both parties, backed by 
the pharmaceutical industry, 
agreed to a new Generic 
Drug User Fee Act that will 
provide funding to speed up 
the approval process and 
should reduce the number 
of shortages. And because 
80 percent of drugs are ge¬ 
nerics and the new law will 
bring more of them onto the 
market, drug prices should 
fall. 

In the fall. Congress passed 
the US Safe Web Act, which 
gives law enforcement of¬ 
ficials powerful new tools to 
crack down on Internet fraud 
and spammers. The fact that 
most online fraud and spam 
originate overseas has been 
a major obstacle, since US 
law largely forbids sharing 
information with foreign law- 
enforcement agencies. A 
subpoena that identified the 
bad guys wasn’t much use if 
they were located in another 
country. The new law grants 
the Federal Trade Commis¬ 
sion broad new authority to 
share intelligence with for¬ 
eign law-enforcement of¬ 
ficials. On a bipartisan ba¬ 
sis, Congress also improved 
child-safety seats; made it 
harder to import defective 
auto parts from overseas; 
imposed strong new penal¬ 
ties for odometer fraud (a 
big problem after Hurricane 
Katrina); and created new 
whistleblower protections. 
None of this is likely to 
change people’s opinion of 
Congress -- and certainly not 
if partisan gridlock leads to 
fiscal-cliff chaos. But these 
examples might provide 
some basis for believing that 
all hope is not lost. After all, 
even Scrooge required the 
ministrations of a team of 
high-powered lobbyists -- 
the Ghosts of Christmas Past, 
Present, and Future -- be¬ 
fore he was persuaded to 
change his ways. □ 



President Barack Obama walks on the South Lawn at the White 
House in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 27,2012, as he returns early 
from his Hawaii vacation for meetings on the fiscal cliff. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 


to put country before par¬ 
ty.” 

Republicans said there was 
nothing preventing Reid 
from putting formal legis¬ 
lation on the Senate floor, 
and to date, no such bill 
has been written. 

But the contours of a fall¬ 
back deal did come into 
view Thursday, even as the 
will to achieve it lagged 
behind. Republicans in¬ 
volved in the talks said 
both sides would probably 
be able to agree to extend 
expiring Bush-era tax cuts 
up to some income thresh¬ 
old higher than Obama’s 
$250,000 cutoff but lower 
than the $1 million sought 
by the House speaker, John 
A. Boehner. □ 


Continued from front 


The continuing impasse 
“demonstrates a tremen¬ 
dous lack of courage here 
in Washington to address 
the issues that need to be 
addressed - at every lev¬ 
el,” said Sen. Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn. Lawmakers and 
aides from both parties 
cautioned that the burst 
of activity could be more 
about making sure the 
other side gets the blame 
than any real search for a 
resolution before the Jan. 
1 deadline. Under Senate 
rules, no deal could run the 
gantlet of procedural hur¬ 
dles in time for a final vote 
before deadline without all 
the senators agreeing not 
to slow progress. 

“I have to be very honest," 
Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada, 
the majority leader, said 
Thursday. “I don’t know 
timewise how it can hap¬ 
pen now.” White House 
officials continued to put 
the onus on Republicans to 
clear a procedural path to 
a quick vote on a negoti¬ 
ated deal. “The only way 
America goes over the cliff 
is if the Republican leaders 
in the House and the Sen¬ 
ate decide to push us by 
blocking passage of bills to 
extend tax cuts or the mid¬ 
dle class,” said Dan Pfeiffer, 
the White House commu¬ 
nications director. “It’s a 
question of their willingness 
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Retired Gen. “Stormin’ Norman” Schwarzkopf dead at 78 


Continued from front 


He served in his last mili¬ 
tary assignment in Tampa 
as commander-in-chief of 
U.S. Central Command, 
the headquarters respon¬ 
sible for U.S. military and se¬ 
curity concerns in nearly 20 
countries from the eastern 
Mediterranean and Africa 
to Pakistan. 

Schwarzkopf became 

“CINC-Centcom” in 1988 
and when Saddam Hus¬ 
sein invaded Kuwait three 
years later to punish it for 
allegedly stealing Iraqi oil 
reserves, he commanded 
Operation Desert Storm, 
the coalition of some 30 
countries organized by 
then-President George 
H.W. Bush that succeeded 
in driving the Iraqis out. 


At the peak of his postwar 
national celebrity, Schwar¬ 
zkopf — a self-proclaimed 
political independent — 
rejected suggestions that 
he run for office, and re¬ 
mained far more private 
than other generals, al¬ 
though he did serve briefly 
as a military commentator 
for NBC. 

While focused primarily 
in his later years on chari¬ 
table enterprises, he cam¬ 
paigned for President 
George W. Bush in 2000 
but was ambivalent about 
the 2003 invasion of Iraq, 
saying he doubted vic¬ 
tory would be as easy as 
the White House and Pen¬ 
tagon predicted. In early 
2003 he told the Washing¬ 
ton Post the outcome was 
an unknown: 
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“What is postwar Iraq go¬ 
ing to look like, with the 
Kurds and the Sunnis and 
the Shiites? That’s a huge 


question, to my mind. It re¬ 
ally should be part of the 
overall campaign plan,” 
he said. 

Initially Schwarzkopf had 
endorsed the invasion, say¬ 
ing he was convinced that 
former Secretary of State 


Colin Powell had given the 
United Nations powerful 
evidence of Iraqi weap¬ 
ons of mass destruction. 


(AP Photo/Ron Edmonds) 

After that proved false, he 
said decisions to go to war 
should depend on what 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
found. 

He seldom spoke up dur¬ 
ing the conflict, but in late 
2004, he sharply criticized 


then-Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld and the 
Pentagon for mistakes that 
included inadequate train¬ 
ing for Army reservists sent 
to Iraq and for erroneous 
judgments about Iraq. 

“In the final analysis I think 
we are behind schedule. 
... I don't think we counted 
on it turning into jihad (holy 
war),” he said in an NBC in¬ 
terview. 

While many career officers 
left military service embit¬ 
tered by Vietnam, Schwar¬ 
zkopf was among those 
who opted to stay and 
help rebuild the tattered 
Army into a potent, mod¬ 
ernized all-volunteer force. 
After Saddam invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, 
Schwarzkopf played a key 
diplomatic role by helping 
to persuade Saudi Arabia’s 
King Fahd to allow U.S. and 
other foreign troops to de¬ 
ploy on Saudi territory as a 
staging area for the war to 
come. 

On Jan. 17, 1991, a five- 
month buildup called Des¬ 
ert Shield became Opera¬ 
tion Desert Storm as allied 
aircraft attacked Iraqi bas¬ 
es and Baghdad govern¬ 
ment facilities. □ 



In this June 8, 1991 file photo, Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf and 
President George Bush watch the National Victory Parade in 
Washington. Schwarzkopf died Thursday, Dec. 27,2012 in Tampa, 
Fla. He was 78. 


Chief of staff: 

Bush getting excellent treatment 


MICHAEL GRACZYK 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Former 
President George H.W. 
Bush, who has been hos¬ 
pitalized for more than a 
month, is getting excellent 
medical treatment and 
would advise people to 
“put the harps back in the 
closet,” his longtime Hous¬ 
ton chief of staff said Thurs¬ 
day evening. 

But Jean Becker also point¬ 
ed out in her statement 
that the 88-year-old Bush is 
sick and likely will be in the 
hospital for a while after a 


“terrible case of bronchitis 
which then triggered a se¬ 
ries of complications.” 

Bush, the oldest living for¬ 
mer president, has been 
in intensive care since Sun¬ 
day. He was admitted to 
Methodist Hospital in Hous¬ 
ton on Nov. 23 for treatment 
of what his spokesman Jim 
McGrath described as 
a “stubborn” cough. He 
had spent about a week 
there earlier in November 
for treatment of the same 
condition. 

Becker said “most of the 
civilized world" contacted 


her Wednesday after dis¬ 
closures Bush had been 
placed in the intensive care 
unit after physicians were 
having difficulty bringing a 
fever under control. 
“Someday President 

George H.W. Bush might 
realize how beloved he is, 
but of course one of the 
reasons why he is so be¬ 
loved is because he has 
no idea,” Becker said in the 
at-times lighthearted state¬ 
ment that made multiple 
references to jokes and the 
former president's sense of 
humor. □ 
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The Morning Cruise the Different Island Cruise 

2 hours + refreshments. Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 

* See the beautyful South part of the Island 

* Where no other boats go. 

* Experience an Xciting, Xhilarating on of a kind Cruise!! and 
you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 



The Afternoon Cruise 30 min departure 1:00pm or 2:00pm 

* We take you to the northern tip of Aruba, where the waves are high 

* The Worlds nr 2 Beach and other Beaches 

* One of a kind High Speed Cruise of the North West side of the Island 
& you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 



Save $10 per couple for the morning cruise or save $5 


Departure from MooMba Beach. 15 min prior right side of the pier. Guests who are 


Private cruises 

Available 

CALL 5614118 

OR 


per couple for the afternoon cruise 


staying at Palm Beach pick-up will be on the beach in front of the hotel. 


OCEANXARUBA@HOTMAIL.COM 

A great time for the whole family 


US retailers taking risks with same-day shipping 


rianna Simpson of Shoptiques, a retail website, makes a same-day delivery to an office building 
in the Manhattan borough of New York. Competition from Amazon.com has pushed a variety of 
stores to embrace same-day shipping as the new must-have promotion despite tricky logistics 
and expense. 

(Richard Perry/The New York Times) 


STEPHANIE CLIFFORD 
CLAIRE CAIN MILLER 
© 2012 New York Times 

Ivy Wu did not immediately 
need the navy lace cocktail 
dress she ordered the other 
day. But when a represen¬ 
tative from Shoptiques, an 
e-commerce site, arrived at 
her Midtown office with the 
dress only hours after Wu, 
26, had placed her order, “I 
was really impressed that it 
was here," she said. 

This holiday season, same- 
day shipping has replaced 
free shipping as fhe new 
must-have promotion. It's 
logistically complicated 
and money-losing - and 
may not even be a ser¬ 
vice that consumers want 
or need, analysts say. But 
retailers from Wal-Mart to 
small shops like Shoptiques 
are willing to take the risk. 
Even the Postal Service has 
introduced a same-day op¬ 
tion for retailers. And the 
reason is simple: fear of Am¬ 
azon.com. 

Amazon, the world’s big¬ 
gest online retailer, has 
hinted that it will expand its 
same-day shipping service, 
giving customers the imme¬ 
diate gratification that has 
been the biggest advan¬ 
tage of brick-and-mortar 
stores. 

For small outfits like Shop¬ 


tiques, it is not an easy 
proposition. The courier 
who showed up at Wu's 
office was fhe company's 
head of boutique opera¬ 
tions, who has put aside 
her regular job this holiday 
season to make deliveries 
by hand. Bigger retailers, 
like Toys “R" Us, Macy’s and 
Target, have worked with 
eBay to deliver items the 
same day, as have other 


old-line stores. Google has 
begun testing a local de¬ 
livery service with several 
chains. 

“There’s lots going on in this 
space, and it's all driven by 
Amazon," said Tom Allason, 
founder and chief execu¬ 
tive of Shutl, a British same- 
day delivery service that 
will expand to the United 
States next year. “It’s not 
really being driven by con¬ 


sumers at the moment.” 

The same-day delivery idea 
was a spectacular failure 
during the dot-com boom. 
Companies like Kozmo. 
com and Webvan went 
under because the services 
simply cost too much to be 
profitable. Amazon has of¬ 
fered same-day shipping 
since 2009, but with limits - 
only in big cities near Ama¬ 
zon warehouses on certain 


items ordered in the morn¬ 
ing. 

The geographical limits ex¬ 
ist because Amazon had 
built warehouses far from 
major cities to avoid charg¬ 
ing sales tax in certain 
states. But it has now given 
in on the sales tax fight, and 
in return, is erecting ware¬ 
houses near cities like San 
Francisco, which analysts 
say is paving the way for 
faster, more widespread 
same-day delivery and 
spurring competitors. 

“It’s the old idiom, ‘time is 
money,'" said Lina Shus- 
tarovich, an eBay spokes¬ 
woman. “How much time 
are you saving by not go¬ 
ing to the store? People 
want it now, they want it 
fast.” 

Wal-Mart, which is the na¬ 
tion’s biggest retailer but 
sells just a fraction of what 
Amazon does online, is test¬ 
ing same-day shipping dur¬ 
ing the holiday season in 
five markets. It gives shop¬ 
pers a four-hour delivery 
window and charges $10. 
The idea is “to give custom¬ 
ers convenience, by way 
of combining our online 
shopping with the local 
presence of stores,” said 
Amy Lester, a Wal-Mart 
spokeswoman for global 
commerce. □ 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30am-1:30pm $57pp 
Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


* SUNSET SAIL 




Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations PA# A||||H /PAA WOE 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding ■ROD || 1 U//OSIh #O 0 


DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp I Mon & Fri 5-7pm $30pp 
Shorter version with Open I Open Bar included 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! | & Ropeswing! 

additional days upon request/seasonal 



tels between Holiday Inn and Marriott Save e 10 per e 0 UBle/Der COUPON fOf 

“ morning cruise S«e$5 per coupte/ 
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U.N. envoy calls for transitional government in Syria 


KAREEM FAHIM 
ELLEN BARRY 
© 2012 New York Times 

BEIRUT - Lakhdar Brahimi, the 
international envoy on a mis¬ 
sion to Damascus seeking an 
end to the escalating civil 
conflict in Syria, said Thursday 
that a transitional govern¬ 
ment with full executive au¬ 
thority should be established, 
perhaps within months, and 
should rule the country until 
new elections could be held. 
Brahimi did not say who 
would serve in such a gov¬ 
ernment, and he offered no 
details about the role that 
Syria’s president, Bashar 
Assad, would play - if any - 
during a transitional period. 
But his comments suggested 
that if Assad did remain in 
the country, he would retain 
none of his authority. 

“All the powers of govern¬ 
ment should be with this 
government,” Brahimi said in 
reference to the proposed 
transitional authority. 

The envoy’s comments to 
reporters in Damascus were 


his most detailed since 
traveling to Syria on Sun¬ 
day, where he met with 
Assad and Syrian opposi¬ 
tion members in an effort 
to revive hopes of a politi¬ 
cal solution to the nearly 


two-year-old crisis. But, 
even as Brahimi and oth¬ 
er international diplomats 
warned Thursday of the 
high cost Syrians would 


pay if the envoy’s efforts 
failed, there was no imme¬ 
diate sign of a new diplo¬ 
matic formula that would 
be acceptable to both the 
government and its oppo¬ 
nents. 


“The situation is bad and 
worsening. The Syrian peo¬ 
ple are suffering unbear¬ 
ably," Brahimi said. “We 
do not speak in a vacuum 


about theoretical things.” 
Over the past month, Bra¬ 
himi, as the special Syria 
representative from the 
United Nations and Arab 
League, has consulted 
extensively with the Unit¬ 
ed States and Russia in 
hopes of fulfilling an ac¬ 
cord reached in Geneva 
this summer calling for 
dialogue between Syria's 
government and the op¬ 
position. 

As a Syrian government 
delegation met with Rus¬ 
sia’s top diplomats in 
Moscow on Thursday, a 
spokesman for the Russian 
Foreign Ministry, Alexandr 
K. Lukashevich, said there 
was no specific plan un¬ 
der discussion. 

Russia, a key ally of the 
government in Damas¬ 
cus, has long pointed 
to the Geneva agree¬ 
ment, which calls for the 
creation of a transitional 
government and talks 
between the antagonists 
as the only acceptable 
basis for resolving conflict. 
However, the agreement 
does not address the 
question of Assad’s fafe 
- a key problem, since 
many in the opposition 
say he must step down as 
a precondition for talks. 

In Damascus on Thursday, 
Brahimi also denied that 
he had proposed a spe¬ 


cific plan, as many opposi¬ 
tion members had asserted 
in recent days. And he said 
there was no agreement be¬ 
tween the United States and 
Russia that he was pressing 
Assad to accept. 

“I wish there was a U.S.-Rus- 
sia proposal for me fo sell,” 
he said, adding: “I did not 
come here to sell." 

The envoy said the Geneva 
framework “includes ele¬ 
ments that are sufficient for 
a plan to end the crisis in the 
next few coming months,” 
mentioning elements that 
included a peacekeeping 
force to monitor a cease¬ 
fire, and the establishment 
of a transitional government. 
And he said the transition 
“should not be allowed to 
lead to the collapse of fhe 
stafe and ifs institutions.” 
Brahimi's comments were 
met with pessimism by some 
opposition members, who 
have long said that any ar¬ 
rangement that left Assad in 
the country was unaccept¬ 
able. 

They have also called for 
the dismantling of state in¬ 
stitutions tied to the govern¬ 
ment’s repression, especially 
the security and intelligence 
services. 

As insurgent groups make 
gains against the Syrian mili¬ 
tary, the political opposition 
has shown even less willing¬ 
ness to compromise^ 
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People wait in long lines to obtain bread in Aleppo, Syria. Now 
in its sixth month, the battle for Aleppo has become the contest 
for Syria in a microcosm, exposing the weakness of both sides, 
while highlighting anew the perils and costs of the country’s 
bitter civil war. (Tyler Hicks/The New York Times) 
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Egypt’s opposition leaders under investigation 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s chief 
prosecutor ordered an in¬ 
vestigation on Thursday into 
allegations that opposition 
leaders committed treason 
by inciting supporters to 
overthrow Islamist President 
Mohammed Morsi. 

The probe by a Morsi-ap- 
pointed prosecutor was 
launched a day after the 
president called for a dia¬ 
logue with the opposition to 
heal rifts opened in the bitter 
fight over an Islamist-drafted 
constitution just approved in 
a referendum. The opposi¬ 
tion decried the investiga¬ 
tion as a throwback to Hosni 
Mubarak’s regime, when 
the law was used to smear 
and silence opponents. 

The probe was almost cer¬ 
tain to sour the already 
tense political atmosphere 
in the country. 

The allegations were made 
initially in a complaint by at 
least two lawyers sent to the 
chief prosecutor earlier this 
month. They targeted oppo¬ 
sition leaders Mohammed 
ElBaradei, a Nobel Peace 
laureate and former head 
of the U.N. nuclear agency, 
former Foreign Minister Amr 
Moussa, and Hamdeen 
Sabahi. Both Moussa and 


Sabahi were presidential 
candidates who compet¬ 
ed against Morsi in the last 
election. 

There was no immediate 
comment by any of the 
three opposition leaders 


named but the opposition 
dismissed the allegations. 
Emad Abu Ghazi, secre¬ 
tary-general of the op¬ 
position party ElBaradei 
heads, said the investiga¬ 
tion was “an indication of 
a tendency toward a po¬ 
lice state and the attempt 
to eliminate political op¬ 
ponents.” He said the 
ousted Mubarak regime 
dealt with the opposition 
in the same way. 


Mubarak jailed his oppo¬ 
nents, including liberals 
and Islamists. International 
rights groups said their trials 
did not meet basic stan¬ 
dards of fairness. 

ElBaradei was a leading 


figure behind the upris¬ 
ing against Mubarak and 
at one point, he was al¬ 
lied with the Brotherhood 
against the old regime. 

The investigation does not 
necessarily mean charges 
will be filed against the 
leaders. But it is unusual for 
state prosecutors to investi¬ 
gate such broad charges 
against high-profile figures. 
Morsi, Egypt's first demo¬ 
cratically elected presi¬ 


dent, asked the opposition 
on Wednesday to join a 
national dialogue to heal 
rifts and move on after a 
month of huge street pro¬ 
tests against him and the 
constitution drafted by his 


allies. 

Some of the protests erupt¬ 
ed into deadly violence. 
On Dec. 5, anti-Morsi dem¬ 
onstrators staging a sit-in 
outside the presidential 
palace in Cairo were at¬ 
tacked by Morsi supporters. 
Fierce clashes ensued that 
left 10 people dead. 

The wave of protests be¬ 


gan after Morsi’s Nov. 22 
decrees that gave him and 
the assembly writing the 
constitution immunity from 
judicial oversight. That al¬ 
lowed his Islamist allies on 
the assembly to hurriedly 
rush through the charter 
before an expected court 
ruling dissolving the panel. 
After the decrees, the op¬ 
position accused Morsi of 
amassing foo much power 
in his hands. They said the 
constitution was drafted 
without the participation 
of liberal, minority Christian 
and women members of 
the assembly, who walked 
out in protest at the last 
minute. 

Even though the constitu¬ 
tion passed in a referen¬ 
dum, fhe opposifion has 
vowed fo keep fighting it. 
They say it enshrines Islamic 
law in Egypt, undermines 
rights of minorities and 
women, and restricts free¬ 
doms. 

Morsi and Brotherhood 
officials accused fhe op¬ 
position of working fo un¬ 
dermine the president’s 
legitimacy, and accused 
former regime officials of 
working fo fopple him.O 



Photos show from left, opposition leaders, Mohammed ElBaradei, Nobel Prize laureate and former 
head of the U.N. nuclear agency, Amr Moussa, former foreign minister, and Hamdeen Sabahi, a 
former presidential candidate in Egypt. (AP Photo/ Armangue; Hamra; Nasser) 


German FM: worst of EU crisis over 


BERLIN (AP) — Germany’s 
finance minister says the 
worst of euro area's debf cri¬ 
sis appears fo be over offer 
three years of worries over 
Greece and ofher members 
of the group of 17 European 
Union countries that use the 
single currency. 

Finance Minister Wolfgang 
Schaeuble was quoted 
Thursday as telling the Bild 
newspaper: “I think we have 
the worst behind us.” 
Schaeuble says Greece and 
others have recognized that 
they can only overcome 



German Finance Minister 
Wolfgang Schaeuble, attends 
a hearing at the European 
Parliament in Brussels. 

(AP Photo/Yves Logghe) 


the crisis by implementing 
reforms and that the Greek 
government — which has 
received two bailouts — 
“knows that it cannot finan¬ 
cially overburden the other 
euro states”. 

Some in Germany have ex¬ 
pressed concern about the 
economy of neighboring 
France. 

But Schaeuble says the 
government there “knows 
very well that every coun¬ 
try must constantly con¬ 
duct reforms to remain 
competitive.”□ 



4ppiU«r. Entree and p»jert 

H jJi 3-n u p -or j cii'ii d 
fir t pi- -fgytiflio w Ctawtalt 
Cftoitf incEurf# our ip«i-uln'fir 
Jtrufcan Comka, Cahrita 
rifhrrmiin'i imt. Ribs. Gaap-ari l-o CJiirfcfn. 


€ 


(Jfl i FO r 11 c-i J " MfMka 

Till fJE TJ V44"7\44 f 


Ml Iftt+H 


mm Alrli bird *#AtUt1rnm Si 34 L* G 3D 


Oirrhm. — 

5 >21 

aii* B in m 


95 

■ p’p 















































Friday, December 28, 2012 


EWORLD NEWS 



TOURIST GO FLEA MARKET 

Largest Flon Market L.G. Smith Blvd. Apposite Container Harbor - Orange Flags 

Aruba Arts and Crafts ■ Souvenirs * Silver 1 Largest fashion in Jewelry, Bags. Sandals, Clothing, Blouses, 
Wallets. T-shirts l Love Aruba, Cigars, Caps, Hats, Woodcraft, new DVD available Hand paintings, 

o»er i qo. 000 articles TELL AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 

Transportation: Constant public busses, tours, taxi's with your own car stay a few hours.. 

Food and cool drinks, delicious 6.6.Q. and drinks. Be smart do what locals do, best shopping lowest Flea 
Market Prices. Information: Something to sell, w& hav&opcn tents. 


Putin says he will sign adoptions bill 


N. VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
said Thursday he will sign 
a controversial bill barring 
Americans from adopting 
Russian children, while the 
Kremlin’s children’s rights 
advocate recommended 
extending the ban to the 
rest of the world. 

The bill is part of the coun¬ 
try’s increasingly confron¬ 
tational stance with the 
West and has angered 
some Russians who argue it 
victimizes children to make 
a political point. 

The law would block doz¬ 
ens of Russian children 
now in the process of be¬ 
ing adopted by American 
families from leaving the 
country and cut off a ma¬ 
jor route out of often-dismal 
orphanages. The U.S. is the 
biggest destination for ad¬ 
opted Russian children — 
more than 60,000 of them 
have been taken in by 
Americans over the past 
two decades. 

“I still don’t see any reasons 
why I should not sign it,” Pu¬ 
tin said at a televised meet¬ 
ing. He went on to say that 


he “intends” to do so. 
UNICEF estimates that there 
are about 740,000 children 
not in parental custody in 
Russia, while only 18,000 
Russians are now waiting to 
adopt a child. Russian of- 



Russian President Vladimir 
Putin gestures as he speaks at 
a State Council meeting in the 
Kremlin in Moscow, Thursday, 
Dec. 27, 2012. Vladimir Putin 
said on Thursday that he 
will sign a controversial bill 
banning Americans from 
adopting Russian children. 

(AP Photo/Natalia 

Kolesnikova) 


ficials say they want to en¬ 
courage more Russians to 
adopt Russian orphans. 
Children’s rights ombuds¬ 
man Pavel Astakhov on 
Thursday petitioned the 


president to extend the 
ban to other countries. 
“There is huge money and 
questionable people in¬ 
volved in the semi-legal 
schemes of exporting chil¬ 
dren," he tweeted. 

Kremlin critics say Astak¬ 
hov is trying to extend the 
ban only to get more pub¬ 
licity and win more favors 
with Putin. A graduate of 
the KGB law school and a 
celebrity lawyer, Astakhov 
was a pro-Putin activist be¬ 
fore becoming children's 
rights ombudsman and is 
now seen as the Kremlin's 
voice on adoption issues. 
“This is cynicism beyond 
limits,” opposition leader 
Ilya Yashin tweeted. “The 
children rights ombudsman 
is depriving children of a 
future.” The bill is retaliation 
for an American law that 
calls for sanctions against 
Russian officials deemed to 
be human rights violators. 
The U.S. law, called the 
Magnitsky Act, stems from 
the case of Sergei Mag¬ 
nitsky, a Russian lawyer 
who died in jail after being 
arrested by police officers 
whom he accused of a 
$230 million tax fraudO 


22 police officers kidnapped 
in attacks on Pakistani posts 


S. MASOOD 
ISMAIL KHAN 
© 2012 New York Times 
ISLAMABAD - The Paki¬ 
stani Taliban kidnapped 
at least 22 policemen af¬ 
ter coordinated attacks 
on multiple security check 
posts in northwestern Paki¬ 
stan on Thursday, Pakistani 
officials said. Two police¬ 
men were reported killed 
in related gun battles with 
the militants. The attacks 
came before dawn on the 
outskirts of Peshawar, the 
insurgency-riven capital 
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
province, which has seen 
a sharp rise in militant ac¬ 
tions recently.“The militants 
attacked three posts on 
Peshawar's boundary with 
the semiautonomous tribal 
region past midnight with 
mortars and heavy weap¬ 
ons,” a security official said, 
speaking on the condition 
of anonymity. “The militants 
burned down the posts 
and also seized police 
weapons." 

Mian Iftikhar Hussain, the 
provincial information min¬ 
ister, said security forces 
had mounted a search 


operation to recover the 
kidnapped policemen. 
Another government of¬ 
ficial said the authorities 
had also drawn in the help 
of tribal elders to hold talks 
with the militants to secure 
the men's release. “We 
would make all efforts to 
recover them as soon as 
possible,” the official said. 
Peshawar lies at the edge 
of the tribal regions, where 
the Taliban maintain sev¬ 
eral hideouts in which they 
plan and mount attacks on 
urban centers. On Dec. 22, 
Bashir Ahmad Bilour, a se¬ 
nior anti-Taliban politician, 
was killed in a suicide at¬ 
tack after he addressed a 
political gathering in the 
Qissa Khwani Bazaar of 
Peshawar. Militants also at¬ 
tacked the Peshawar air¬ 
port on Dec. 15, when five 
of them battled with secu¬ 
rity forces for several hours 
in an unsuccessful effort to 
storm the sprawling facility. 
On Thursday, Pakistanis 
commemorated the fifth 
anniversary of the death 
of Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto in a militant attack 
in 2007.Q 
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North Korea’s China trade up 60% 


Ecuador: American dies climbing volcano 

QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — Authorities in Ecuador say an 
American expert on teen sexual health has died while 
climbing a volcano. A Wednesday statement from Ecua¬ 
dor's Environment Ministry says Douglas Kirby apparently 
suffered a heart attack and died while climbing the Co¬ 
topaxi volcano. The volcano, with an elevation of nearly 
19,400 feet (5,900 meters), is popular with climbers who 
visit from around the world. Kirby was a senior research sci¬ 
entist at ETR Associates, a Scotts Valley, California-based 
non-profit organization focusing on health education. The 
statement from Ecuador’s Environment Ministry says Kirby 
died while climbing the volcano on Saturday. It provided 
no other details. □ 

Sister of Colombian cartel founder killed 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Authorities in Colombia say 
the sister of a man who founded the country’s Northern 
Valley drug cartel has been killed by gunmen. Luis Alberto 
Cantillo of Colombia’s National Police says Lorena Henao 
was shot to death Thursday on a ranch on the outskirts of 
Armenia, a city in northeastern Colombia. He says four sus¬ 
pects have been arrested in connection with the attack. 
Henao’s brother Orlando was one of the founders of the 
Northern Valley cartel before his assassination in 1998. She 
was married to Ivan Urdinola, who later became leader of 
the cartel. The Northern Valley cartel rose to prominence 
during the 1990s, after the Cali Cartel and the Medellin 
Cartel broke up. □ 

Case dismissed against former president 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Argentina's highest pe¬ 
nal court confirmed a stay on proceedings against an ex¬ 
president over charges that he failed to prevent the killing 
of protesters during the country's worst economic crisis. 
Fernando De la Rua declared a state of siege on Dec. 20, 
2001, seizing special powers to deal with rioting and loot¬ 
ing. Five protesters were killed and 100 were injured during 
clashes with police. The Federal Court unanimously ruled 
Thursday that de la Rua’s decision was legitimate and re¬ 
jected homicide and other charges filed in 2010. De la 
Rua served from 1999 to Dec. 2001, when the IMF refused 
to extend more loans and the economy collapsed. Q 

Venezuelan economy grew 5.5% in 2012 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Venezuela’s gross domes¬ 
tic product grew 5.5 percent in 2012 compared to the 
previous year, consolidating an economic recovery that 
began in 2010. The growth was fueled in part by govern¬ 
ment spending, especially on a program to construct low- 
income housing. Construction grew 16.8 percent. Central 
Bank President Nelson Merentes announced the figures 
Thursday. Private sector production grew 6.1 percent and 
the public sector production rose 5.2 percent. The all- 
important oil industry grew 1.4 percent. Industry leaders 
complain that currency exchange controls make it diffi¬ 
cult to procure dollars that manufacturers need to import 
raw materials. □ 

Brazil plans to track number of HIV cases 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Brazilian health officials say doctors 
will be required to notify authorities of every HIV case in 
the nation. Until now, doctors were only required to notify 
state and federal officials when patients developed AIDS. 
Brazil’s Health Ministry says Thursday the move is an effort 
to advance highly lauded efforts to combat AIDS. All AIDS 
patients in Brazil can receive free drug treatment — a pro¬ 
gram that now reaches 223,000 people and costs the na¬ 
tion nearly $700 million a year. Health officials have said 
they believe here are another 250,000 Brazilians infected 
with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. □ 



Cars for export park at a port in Yokohama, south of Tokyo. 
South Korea said Thursday in an annual report that North Korea’s 
exports and imports with China reached $5.63 billion in 2011, up 
62 percent from $3.47 billion in the previous year. 

(AP Photo/Koji Sasahara) 


statistics figures in overseas 
countries through KOTRA, 
the Korea Trade-Invest¬ 
ment Promotion Agency, 
the office said. 

The office said North Ko¬ 
rea's population is estimat¬ 
ed at 24.3 million as of 2011, 
about half of Soufh Korea’s 
49.8 million. Its economy 
expanded 0.8 percent in 
2011 over a year earlier, 
while South Korea’s econo¬ 
my grew 3.6 percent. 

Its gross national income 
per capita stood at 1.33 
million won ($1,241), com¬ 
pared with South Korea’s 
24.92 million won.Q 


YOUKYUNG LEE 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

North Korea’s trade with 
China surged more than 60 
percent last year, a sign of 
deepening dependence 
on Pyongyang’s biggesf 
ally. 

South Korea’s Statistics Ko¬ 
rea said Thursday in an an¬ 
nual report that North Ko¬ 
rea’s exports and imports 
with China reached $5.63 
billion in 2011, up 62 per¬ 
cent from $3.47 billion in 
the previous year. 

China accounted for 70 
percent of North Korea’s 
annual trade in 2011, high¬ 
er than 57 percent in 2010. 
Statistics Korea said the vol¬ 
ume of Norfh Korea's an¬ 
nual frade reached $8.03 
billion lasf year, up 32 per¬ 
cent from 2010. 

While Pyongyang's eco¬ 
nomic exchange with Bei¬ 
jing has been on the rise 
since 2009, its trade with 
Seoul, North Korea's sec¬ 
ond-biggest trade partner 
after China, has declined. 
About 20 percent of North 
Korea’s overall trade was 
with the South in 2011. 

The national statistics office 
releases an annual report 
on North Korea’s econo¬ 
my, energy, trade, popula¬ 
tion and natural resources 
based on figures from vari¬ 
ous agencies af home and 
abroad. It releases the pre¬ 
vious year’s data at the 
end of the following year. 
The figures for 2012 will be¬ 
come available toward 
the end of 2013. 

North Korea’s trade data 
was gathered from official 
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5:30 to 7:30 pm on Monday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday 

Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Watch the sun go down aboard one of our 
luxurious catamarans. This relaxing sail 
includes hors d’oeuvres and open bar. 


With a focus on unity, China embraces 
it’s not-so-distant pre-communist past 


Iran dismisses 
only female 
in the Cabinet 

RICK GLADSTONE 
© 2012 New York Times 

Iran’s president on Thurs¬ 
day dismissed his health 
minister, the only woman to 
serve in the Cabinet since 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution, 
after she publicly criticized 
the government's response 
to acute shortages of med¬ 
icine imports, an indirect 
consequence of the West¬ 
ern sanctions imposed on 
the country. 

Accounts in the state-run 
news media of the dismissal 
of the minister, Marzieh Va- 
hid-Dastjerdi, did not pro¬ 
vide an explanation for it. 
Iran’s Press TV website said 
President Mahmoud Ah- 
madinejad had appointed 
a caretaker health minis¬ 
ter, Mohammad Hassan 
Tariqat-Monfared, and had 
told him in a presidential 
decree that the reduction 
of people’s health care 
expenses was among “the 
main priorities of this impor¬ 
tant ministry." 

Vahid-Dastjerdi, a gyne¬ 
cologist, was appointed 
in 2009 and is considered 
an advocate of women’s 
rights in Iranian society. 
She spoke out last month, 
apparently angering the 
president, by saying that 
an allocation in the budget 
of foreign currency need¬ 
ed to purchase medicines 
abroad was inadequate. 

“I have heard that luxury 
cars have been imported 
with subsidized dollars, but 
I don't know what hap¬ 
pened to the dollars that 
were supposed to be allo¬ 
cated for importing medi¬ 
cine,” Vahid-Dastjerdi said 
on state television, ac¬ 
cording to a translation of 
her remarks reported by 
Reuters. □ 


EDWARD WONG 
©2012 New York Times 
GUANGZHOU, China - It 

was 1926, not long after 
the fall of the Qing dynas¬ 
ty, and much of China had 
been divided among war¬ 
lords. In the south, leaders 
of the young Kuomintang 
political party mustered an 
army. At its head rode Chi- 
ang Kai-shek, who called 
to his side officers he had 
helped train, and togeth¬ 
er they marched north to 
take down the warlords, 


one by one. The Northern 
Expedition was one of the 
first major tests for gradu¬ 
ates of the Whampoa Mili¬ 
tary Academy, founded 
just two years earlier on 
sleepy Changzhou Island, 
about 10 miles east of 
central Guangzhou, then 
known to the West as Can¬ 
ton. Chiang was the acad¬ 


emy’s first commandant, 
appointed by Sun Yat-sen, 
the idealistic firebrand who 
wanted to build an army 
that would unite China. 

The academy, now a col¬ 
lection of two-story white 
buildings near an active 
naval yard, stands as one 
of the most potent symbols 
of the nationalist move¬ 
ment led by Sun, which 
has strong contemporary 
echoes in the rallying cry Xi 
Jinping made to his fellow 
Chinese after taking over 


in November as general 
secretary of the Commu¬ 
nist Party. Xi has spoken of 
a “great revival of the Chi¬ 
nese nation,” apparently to 
be accomplished through 
further opening the econo¬ 
my, tackling official corrup¬ 
tion and building up the mil¬ 
itary. This month, on his first 
trip outside Beijing, Xi trav¬ 


eled to several cities here 
in Guangdong province; 
the tour included visits with 
senior officers of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army and 
a photo opportunity on a 
naval destroyer. Though he 
did not visit the Whampoa 
academy, the message Xi 
was telegraphing was the 
same one Sun had relayed 
a century ago. “When 
Sun Yat-sen founded the 
Whampoa academy, his 
goal was to unite China 
and to revive China as a 


nation, which is exactly 
the same mission that Sec¬ 
retary Xi is on," said Zeng 
Qingliu, a historian with the 
Guangzhou Academy of 
Social Sciences who wrote 
a television script for a dra¬ 
ma series on Whampoa. 
“Under that goal and that 
mission, Chinese people 
from all over the world and 


across the country were at¬ 
tracted to Whampoa.” 

In fits and starts since 
the end of the Mao era, 
the Communists and the 
Kuomintang, who de¬ 
camped to Taiwan af¬ 
ter losing the civil war in 
1949, have been engag¬ 
ing in rapprochement. The 
Whampoa academy rep¬ 
resents an era when the 
two sides cooperated for a 
greater good, and recent 
exhibitions organized there 
by a museum portray the 
Kuomintang in a relatively 
conciliatory light. That too 
has resonance with Xi’s 
clarion call, which is meant 
to inspire all Chinese, even 
those outside the main¬ 
land, including in Taiwan, 
to take part in the Commu¬ 
nist-led project of reviving 
the motherland. 

The museum took the un¬ 
usual step this year of or¬ 
ganizing an exhibition of 
240 historic photographs 
that traveled to two cit¬ 
ies in Taiwan in early De¬ 
cember, according to a 
report by Xinhua, the state 
news agency. More than 
100 Whampoa alumni at¬ 
tended the exhibit open¬ 
ing in Kaohsiung on Dec. 1, 
Xinhua reported; it added 
that there were more than 
200 living alumni in main¬ 
land China and Taiwan. 
“The photos really bring his¬ 
tory to life, and what glori¬ 
ous history it was,” said Liu 
Ding-Pang, 55, a graduate 
of the Kaohsiung academy 
descended from Wham¬ 
poa. But Liu, who viewed 
the exhibition in Taiwan, 
added that he did not see 
as many images of famous 
Kuomintang graduates 
of Whampoa as he had 
expected.□ 



A visitor tours the Whampoa Military Academy on Changzhou Island in Guangzhou, China, Dec. 
21, 2012. The Whampoa academy represents an era when the Kuomintang, who decamped to 
Taiwan after losing the civil war in 1949, and Communists cooperated for a greater good, with 
recent exhibitions portraying the Kuomintang in a relatively conciliatory light. 

(Shiho Fukada/The New York Times) 
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In the luxurious Renaissance Convention Center: 


Let’s celebrate New Year’s Eve in style 


ORANJESTAD-As part of 
Renaissance Hotels’ “Live 
Life to Discover” platform, 
more than 100 proper¬ 
ties around the world will 
celebrate 2013 with a 
unique and indigenous 
RLife LIVE experience when 
the clock strikes midnight 
On December 31st from 
8pm till lam Renaissance 
Convention Center will 
be the meeting point for 
the best New Years Eve 
celebration on our island. 
What’s better then to start a 
New Year in a unique ambi¬ 
ence with friends and fami¬ 
ly, were special decoration 
is the centerpiece and will 
provide the perfect setting 
for an unforgettable New 
Year’s Eve celebration. 
Entrance fee for this cel¬ 
ebration is $170 for adults 
and children between the 
ages of 5 and 12 will pay 
only $45. Your New Years 
Eve event fee includes 
a dinner party, premium 
open bar and live enter¬ 




tainment by our local band 
NBO. At midnight there will 
be a firework show and a 
toast with fine champagne 
to welcome the New Year. 
For reservations please call 
5836000 - ext 6404 -6403 
or contact your navigator 
desk. 

For more info please visit 
www.renaissancearuba. 
com, find us on Facebook 
or follow Renaissance 
Aruba Resort on Twitter. □ 
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At the Red Parrot: 

Richard & Nancy Ritter celebrate their Golden Anniversary! 


PUNTA BRAVO - The Ritters 
celebrated their 50th wed¬ 
ding anniversary surround¬ 
ed by family members at 
the Red Parrot restaurant 
at Divi Aruba. 

Nancy explains it was her 
dream to host a dinner 
party with children, and 
grandchildren in atten¬ 
dance, and that it came 
true on the island, at her 
favorite restaurant. The Rit¬ 
ters, from the USA, are stay¬ 
ing at the Tamarijn all inclu- 
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sive for vacation, a total of 
15 family members, who 
love grandma and grand¬ 


pa and wish them another 
50 years of health and hap¬ 
piness, together.Q 


AIG ARUBA Insurance 
donates to worthy causes! 


PALM BEACH - All the gen¬ 
eral insurance companies 
of AIG like American Home 
& Chartis have been re¬ 
named to ‘AIG’ after their 
mother company world¬ 
wide. Also a new slogan 
‘Bring on Tomorrow’ has 
been added to the new 
logo of AIG. In Aruba, the 
process is still ongoing and 
necessary legal and regu¬ 
latory approvals are being 
obtained right now. 

In keeping with AIG’s slo¬ 
gan ‘Bring on Tomorrow’, 
AIG ARUBA Insurance de¬ 
cided to make a donation 


to two worthy causes in 
Aruba - young children & 
elderly persons. The first do¬ 
nation was received by Ms. 
Anky Vrolijk, General Secre¬ 
tary of YMCA at the hands 
of Prakash & Niti Gupta. 
And the second one was 
handed over to the team 
of ‘Cas di Glas’ held in sup¬ 
port of White Yellow Cross 
who will dedicate funds to 
the cause of elderly care 
in Aruba. Accompanying 
photos show the donations 
made by AIG Aruba and 
the guests present at the 
ceremony. □ 
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lO am - 2 pm 


OPEN 

SUN[ 


RENAISSANCE 

MALL 


Adolfo Dominguez - Aldo - Aruba Aloe Store - Atlantis Adventures - BCBG Maxazria 

Bulgari - Calvin Klein - Carolina Herrera - Cartier - Chopard - Cigar Emporium - Ci Gusta - Coach 
CocoSol - Colombian Emeralds International - Crocs - Custo Barcelona - David Yurman - Diesel 
Dufry - Entre Nous - Epk - Ermenegildo Zegna - Eva Boutique - Faponnable - Furla - Gandelman 
Gucci - Guess - Guess Kids - Hilfiger Denim - Jewelers Warehouse - Kenneth Cole 

Lacoste - La Martina - Longchamp - Louis Vuitton - Michael Kors - Monalisa - Pier Minimarket 

Ralph Lauren - Rolex - Starbucks - Sun Specs - Tag Heuer - Vilebrequin - Yves Rocher 


Located at the Renaissance Resort 
Oranjestad, City Center 



RENAISSANCE* 

MALL 

































Friday, December 28, 2012 


^ I LOCAL 



As Employee and Supervisor of the Year: 

Playa Linda honors Joselito Lopez and Evelina Werleman 
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PALM BEACH - Employees 
of the Playa Linda Beach 
Resort marked the season 
with high spirits in a recent 
celebration that helped 
mark the year’s accom¬ 
plishments. 

A highlight of the evening 
was the announcement 
of the ‘best of the best' 
among Playa Linda em¬ 
ployees, with top honors 
going to Joselito Lopez, 
from the Loss Prevention 
department, as the Em¬ 
ployee of the Year, and 
Evelina Werleman, from the 
Front Office department, 
named the Supervisor of 
the Year. Loud cheers fol¬ 
lowing the announcement 
bore out the support both 
Joselito Lopez and Evelina 


Werleman have among 
their colleagues. 

Praise was also merited 
for Ana Maria Hurtado-Es- 


pinosa, who won the Star 
Award honor. 

As one of the few female 
employees within the Main¬ 
tenance Department, she 
has proven she can hold 
her own as well as excel in 
her position as a painter. 

As Playa Linda’s Rookie of 
the Year, Maria Matos, was 
recognized as proving an 
asset to the Housekeeping 
Department. 

Collective efforts also 
earned admiration with the 
Department of the Year 
honor going to both the 
Maintenance Department 
as well as Front Office & 
Reservations Department. 
Both departments pro¬ 
vided invaluable over the 
last year with the successful 
completion of renovations. 
Various upgrades were 
carried out by the Mainte¬ 
nance Department, while 
the Front Office & Reserva¬ 
tions did an excellent job 
in keeping guests informed 
during that process. 
Well-deserved awards 
were presented by Playa 
Linda Beach Resort Gen¬ 
eral Manager Jan van Nes, 
together with Human Re¬ 
source Manager Sulaika 
Kelly and Financial Director 
Richard Betrian. □ 
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Los Angeles Galaxy’s David 
Beckham, of England, waves 
as he stands with his son 
Romeo, in Carson, Calif., 

USA, in this file photo dated 
Saturday, Dec. 1, 2012. 
Associated Press 

Beckham 
in no rush to 
join new 
club 

LONDON (AP) — Nearly a 
month after leaving the 
Los Angeles Galaxy, Da¬ 
vid Beckham is in no rush 
to find a new team as the 
former England captain 
mulls over “a number of 
serious proposals” from 
clubs across the world. 
The 37-year-old midfielder is 
seeking a final challenge in 
his illustrious career and has 
been linked with sides in 
France, Australia and Asia. 
A “host of clubs" have 
come in with offers for 
Beckham, according to a 
statement by his manage¬ 
ment company issued to 
The Associated Press on 
Thursday, but it remains 
“early days in the process.” 
“David is in no hurry to 
make a decision, the key 
is making the right one 
as he has always done 
successfully in his ca¬ 
reer," the statement said. 

Continued on next page 
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Japanese baseball player 
Hideki Matsui smiles as he 
speaks to the media during a 
news conference, Thursday, 
Dec. 27, 2012, in New York 
Associated Press 

Hideki Matsui 
retires from 
baseball 

HOWIE RUMBERG 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Hideki 
Matsui has retired from 
professional baseball, say¬ 
ing he is no longer able to 
perform at the level that 
earned him a World Series 
MVP with the New York 
Yankees and three Cen¬ 
tral League MVPs in Japan. 
Matsui announced his re¬ 
tirement Thursday at a news 
conference in New York 
that was conducted only in 
Japanese and broadcast 
live in his home country. 
The 38-year-old Matsui 
batted .282 with 175 hom¬ 
ers and 760 RBIs for the 
Yankees, Los Angeles 
Angels, Oakland Athlet¬ 
ics and Tampa Bay Rays, 
having moved from the 
Yomiuri Giants in Japan. 
Always cool under pres¬ 
sure, Matsui hit a grand 
slam in his first game at 
Yankee Stadium and had 
six RBIs in his finale with 
the Yankees — Game 6 
of the 2009 World Series.Q 



Murray loses to Tipsarevic 
in Abu Dhabi tournament 


ABU DHABI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Andy Murray had 
a shaky start to his prepara¬ 
tions for the 2013 season Thurs¬ 
day, losing in straight sets to 
Janko Tipsarevic in the open¬ 
ing match of the World Tennis 
Championship exhibition tour¬ 
nament. 

Two early breaks in each set 
helped Tipsarevic dispatch 
the third-ranked Murray 6-3, 
6-4. The ninth-ranked Serb now 
faces Nicolas Almagro, a late 
replacement for Rafael Nadal 
who pulled out of the tourna¬ 
ment with a stomach bug. 

“It's not every day that you get 
to play a Grand Slam champi¬ 
on and an Olympic gold med¬ 
alist,” Tipsarevic said. Q 



Serbia's Janko Tipsarevic returns the ball to Andy 
Murray from Britain during the first day of Mubadala 
Tennis Championship in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates, Thursday Dec. 27, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Beckham 

Continued from page 17 

Beckham, one of the most 
famous sportsmen in the 
world, ended his five-year 
stint in the United States 
by helping the Galaxy win 
the MLS Cup on Dec. 1. 
He has said a return to the 
English Premier League, 
where he starred for Man¬ 
chester United between 
1993-2003, is unlikely. Beck¬ 
ham is also reported to 
have ruled out a move 
to Australia’s A-League. 
French sports daily L’Equipe 
reported Thursday that Mo¬ 
naco, an ambitious French 
second-division club, has 
ended talks with Beck¬ 
ham, although his advisers 
have refused to comment. 
“David is enjoying spending 
quality time with his family 
over the holidays," his man¬ 
agement company said. 


Wild Oats XI wins Sydney-Hobart race for 6th time 



In this image provided by Rolex, crew on Wild Oats XI prepare to cross the finish line at Hobart, Australia, Friday, Dec. 
28, 2012, to take line honors in the Sydney Hobart yacht race. 

Associated Press 


HOBART, Australia (AP) — Wild Oats 
XI won line honors in the Sydney to 
Hobart yacht race for the sixth time, 
breaking its own record time in the 
process. 

The Mark Richards-skippered super 
maxi crossed the finish line at Con¬ 
stitution Dock in Hobart at 7:23 a.m. 
Friday in a time of 1 day, 18 hours, 23 
minutes, 12 seconds after leaving Syd¬ 
ney Harbour on Wednesday. 

That was 17 minutes faster than the 
previous mark set by Wild Oats XI in 
2005 for the 628-nautical-mile (723- 
mile; 1,163-kilometer) race. 

“It was close, only just," Richards said 


of the race record. “2005 was a great 
year, but this year was even better. 

“It was a very tricky night, the breeze 
died on us. But we made a lot of sail 
changes and the guys did a great 
job." 

Another super maxi, Ragamuffin Loy¬ 
al, which won last year’s race as In¬ 
vestec Loyal, was about 50 nautical 
miles behind and expected to fin¬ 
ish second later Friday, although the 
yacht could face a time penalty for 
crossing the start line early. 

Another maxi, Lahana, was in third 
place, another 50 nautical miles be¬ 
hind Ragamuffin. 


Wild Oats XI won consecutive line 
honors from 2005 to 2008 and in 2010. 
Last year, it finished second to In¬ 
vestec Loyal by just three minutes in 
one of the closest finishes in the race, 
which was first held in 1945. 

Two boats retired on Thursday, the first 
withdrawals of the race, leaving 74 of 
the fleet competing. 

Last year’s handicap runner-up Living 
Doll pulled out with a broken rudder 
and was sailing to the port of Eden in 
southern New South Wales state. Prim¬ 
itive Cool quit with a damaged main¬ 
sail and was also heading to EdenO 
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Atlanta Hawks edge Detroit Pistons in 2 overtimes 



Charlotte Bobcats' Hakim Warrick (21) covers the face of Miami 
Heat’s LeBron James (6) after a shot during the second half of an 
NBA basketball game in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, Dec. 26, 
2012. Miami won 105-92. 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA (AP) — Josh Smith 
scored 31 points and Al Hor- 
ford added 22 as the Atlan¬ 
ta Hawks beat the Detroit 
Pistons 126-119 in double 
overtime on Wednesday 
after blowing a 22-point 
fourth-quarter lead. 

Detroit reserves Will Bynum 
and Charlie Villanueva 
scored a combined 26 
points in the final period of 
regulation to spark the Pis¬ 
tons’ comeback and force 
overtime. 

Atlanta has won two 
straight and eight of 12, 
while Detroit has lost seven 
of nine. 

Bynum finished with 31 
points and assisted on the 
last two baskets of regula¬ 
tion, when Andre Drum¬ 
mond's dunk cut the lead 
to two and Austin Daye’s 
3-pointer gave the Pistons 
a 101-100 lead with 4 sec¬ 
onds remaining. 

Horford followed by making 
just one of two free throws 
for the Hawks, sending the 
game to the first overtime. 
Jeff Teague hit a 3-pointer 
with 2:46 remaining in the 
second overtime to put At¬ 
lanta ahead for good. 

Heat 105, Bobcats 92 
The Miami Heat avoided 
a letdown a night after an 
emotional win over Okla¬ 
homa City, beating the 
lowly Charlotte Bobcats 
105-92. 

LeBron James had 27 
points, 12 rebounds and 
eight assists and Dwyane 
Wade added 29 points 
and nine rebounds as the 
Heat handed the Bobcats 
their 16th straight loss. 

Heat coach Erik Spoelstra 
hinted before the game 
he was worried about how 
much energy Miami ex¬ 
pended in its close win over 
the Thunder on Christmas 
and whether they would 
play hard against a team 
that had lost 15 straight. 


Kemba Walker had 27 
points for the Bobcats, who 
haven’t won since Nov. 24. 
Nuggets 126, Lakers 114 
The Denver Nuggets over¬ 
came a 40-point effort by 
Kobe Bryant to beat the Los 
Angeles Lakers 126-114 for 
their seventh straight win at 
home. 

Corey Brewer matched his 
career high with 27 points, 
Kenneth Faried had 21 
points and 15 rebounds, 
and Danilo Gallinari added 
19 points for Denver. 

Bryant has scored at least 
30 in 10 straight games, but 
it wasn’t enough to keep 
the Lakers' five-game win¬ 
ning streak from being bro¬ 
ken. Pau Gasol added 19 
points for the Lakers and 
Steve Nash had 15 points 
in his third game back from 
injury. 

Rockets 87, Timberwolves 
84 

The Houston Rockets rallied 
for their fifth straight win, 
beating the Minnesota Tim¬ 
berwolves 87-84. 

James Harden scored 17 
of his 30 points in the fourth 
quarter, including a drive 
to the basket that gave 
Houston an 85-84 lead with 
39 seconds left. 

J.J. Barea had 18 for Min¬ 
nesota and Russian rookie 
Alexey Shved added 16. 
Kevin Love had 12 re¬ 
bounds, but scored just 
seven points on 3 of 14 
shooting. 

Spurs 100, Raptors 80 
San Antonio ended To¬ 
ronto's five-game winning 
streak, using a balanced 
attack to beat the Raptors 
100-80. 

The Spurs had five players 
in double figures, led by Tim 
Duncan with 15 points and 
Manu Ginobili with 14. Dun¬ 
can had six rebounds and 
was 6 for 11 from the field in 
only 20 minutes. 

San Antonio’s starters out- 


scored their Toronto coun¬ 
terparts 54-25. 

Knicks 99, Suns 97 
The depleted New York 
Knicks edged the Phoenix 
Suns 99-97 when J.R. Smith 
sank a baseline 21-footer 
at the buzzer after a Phoe¬ 
nix turnover with a second 
to play. 

Smith made a tough jump¬ 
er from 15 feet to tie the 
game at 97 with 10.6 sec¬ 
onds left. 

Then, after the turnover, 
Jason Kidd inbounded to 
Smith, who got the shot off 
as he sailed out of bounds. 
Smith scored 27 and Kidd 
23. 

New York was without the 
NBA's No. 2 scorer Carmelo 
Anthony (hyperextended 
knee) and Raymond Fel¬ 
ton (finger), both hurt in the 
Christmas day loss to the 
Lakers in Los Angeles. 

Bucks 108, Nets 93 
In Milwaukee, the Bucks 
beat the short-handed 
Brooklyn Nets for the 13th 
straight time, 108-93. 
Brandon Jennings scored 
25 points and Monta El¬ 
lis added 20 points and a 
season-high six steals to 


lead the Bucks. 

Brook Lopez had 21 points 
and 10 rebounds for the 
Nets, who fell to 3-10 in De¬ 
cember. 

The Nets were without start¬ 
ing guard Deron Williams, 
who injured his wrist in a fall 
during Tuesday’s loss to the 
Boston Celtics. 

76ers 99, Grizzlies 89 


Led by Dorell Wright’s 
season-high 28 points, the 
Philadelphia 76ers ended a 
six-game road losing streak 
with a 99-89 win over the 
Memphis Grizzlies. 

Spencer Hawes added 
20 points and Thaddeus 
Young and Jrue Holiday 
each had 13 points for 
Philadelphia-^ 
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Brooklyn Nets fire head coach Avery Johnson 



In this Dec. 11, 2012, file photo, Brooklyn Nets guard Deron Wil¬ 
liams (8) and head coach Avery Johnson chat during the sec¬ 
ond half of an NBA basketball game against the New York Knicks 
at the Barclays Center in New York. 

Associated Press 


BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Avery 
Johnson was fired Thursday 
as coach of fhe Brooklyn 
Nefs, who have struggled 
recently in their season of 
new surroundings and el¬ 
evated expectations. 

After a strong start to their 
first season in Brooklyn, 
the Nets have lost 10 of 13 
games to fall well behind 
the first-place New York 
Knicks, the team they so 
badly want to compete 
with in their new home. 

“We don’t have the same 
fire now than we did when 
we were 11-4," general 
manager Billy King said at 
a news conference in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey. “I 
tried to talk to Avery about 
it and we just can’t figure it 
out. 

The same pattern kept on 
happening.” 

Assistant P.J. Carlesimo will 
coach the Nets on an in¬ 
terim basis, starting Friday 
night with a home game 
against Charlotte. King said 
the Nets might reach out 
to other candidates, but 
for now the job was Car- 
lesimo’s. The GM wouldn’t 
comment on a report that 
the team planned to get 
in touch with former Lakers 


coach Phil Jackson. 

King said the decision to 
dismiss Johnson was made 
by ownership after a phone 
discussion Thursday morn¬ 
ing. Owner Mikhail Prokho¬ 
rov had expressed faith in 
Johnson before the season. 
“With the direction we 
were going we felt we had 
to make a change," King 
said. 


Johnson was in the final 
year of a three-year, $12 
million contract. 

“It’s a really disappointing 
day for me and my family. 
It's my wife’s birthday. It’s 
not a great birthday gift,” 
Johnson said. “I didn’t see 
this coming. But this is own¬ 
ership’s decision. It’s part of 
the business. Fair or unfair, 
it's time for a new voice 


and hopefully they'll get 
back on track." 

After beating the Knicks in 
their first meeting Nov. 26, 
probably the high point of 
Johnson’s tenure, the Nets 
went 5-10 and frustrations 
have been mounting. 

“Our goal is to get to the 
conference finals,” King 
said. “We started out good 
and then we stumbled. We 
have to get back to play¬ 
ing winning basketball. It's 
the entire team. It's not like 
golf, where Tiger Woods 
can blame the caddie. It 
takes five guys on the court 
and they’re all struggling. 
We have to figure out the 
ways to get back to win¬ 
ning. 

I don’t know what hap¬ 
pened. I’m not sure. But un¬ 
fortunately, it did happen." 
The Nets were embarrassed 
by Boston on national TV 
on Christmas, then were 
routed by Milwaukee 1 OS- 
93 on Wednesday night for 
their fifth loss in six games. 
Star guard Deron Wil¬ 
liams recently complained 
about Johnson's offense, 
and Nets CEO Brett Yor- 
mark took to Twitter after 
the loss to Celtics to voice 
his displeasure with the per¬ 
formance. 

King said the change was 


not made because Wil¬ 
liams was unhappy, and 
he added the point guard 
himself has to play better. 
Johnson also stood by Wil¬ 
liams. 

“From Day One, I always 
had a really good relation¬ 
ship with him. 

I don’t think it's fair for any¬ 
one to hang this on Deron,” 
Johnson said. “We were 
just going through a bad 
streak, a bad spell. It’s not 
time for me to be down on 
one playerO 
That would be the easy 
way." 

Brooklyn started the sea¬ 
son 11-4, winning five in 
a row to end November, 
when Johnson was Eastern 
Conference coach of the 
month. But he couldn’t do 
anything to stop this slump, 
one the Nets never antici¬ 
pated after a $350 million 
summer spending spree 
they believed would take 
them toward the top of 
their conference. 

Johnson has been the Nets' 
coach for a little more than 
two seasons. He went 60- 
116 with the Nets, who 
moved from New Jersey 
to Brooklyn to start the sea¬ 
son. Johnson coached the 
Dallas Mavericks to a spot 
in the NBA Finals in 20060 


Central Michigan edges Western Kentucky 24-21 


DETROIT (AP) — Central 
Michigan escaped with a 
24-21 victory over Western 
Kentucky in college foot¬ 
ball's Little Caesars Pizza 
Bowl on Wednesday, stop¬ 
ping the Hilltoppers on 
fourth-and-2 in the final 
minute when a field goal 
could have sent the game 
to overtime. 

Ryan Radcliff had thrown 
an 11-yard touchdown 
pass to Cody Wilson with 
5:11 remaining to give Cen¬ 
tral Michigan the lead. 
Western Kentucky then had 
a chance to level the score 
with a field goal in the final 
minute, but interim coach 
Lance Guidry decided to 
go for the victory after his 
players made their feelings 
known on the matter. 

“That was all the players. 
We were going to kick the 


field goal, but they told me the game,” Guidry said. “I 
that they were here to win asked everyone and they 



Central Michigan defensive back Jarret Chapman (29) 
acknowledges the crowd after Western Kentucky tight end Jack 
Doyle missed a fourth-down catch during the final minute of 
the fourth quarter of the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl NCAA college 
football game at Ford Field in Detroit, Wednesday, Dec. 26,2012. 
Associated Press 


wanted to go for it so we 
took the chance.” 

It didn’t work out. On fourth 
down from the 19-yard line 
with 51 seconds left, quar¬ 
terback Kawaun Jakes 
threw incomplete. 

Radcliff went 19 of 29 for 
253 yards and three touch¬ 
downs, but Central Michi¬ 
gan (7-6) needed to rally 
late. Down 21-17, Zurlon 
Tipton appeared to have 
put the Chippewas ahead 
in the fourth quarter, but his 
fourth-down run was ruled 
short of the goal line after 
a review. Central Michigan 
then forced the Hilltoppers 
to punt from their own end 
zone, and Avery Cunning¬ 
ham blocked it. Although 
the ball bounced around 
for a bit, the Chippewas 
finally secured it and took 
over with great field posi¬ 


tion inside the 30. 

Radcliff found Wilson in the 
back left corner of the end 
zone for a 24-21 lead. 

“I couldn't have scripted 
it any better than my last 
catch being the winning 
TD in a bowl game,” said 
Wilson, a senior who had 
10 catches for 101 yards on 
the night. 

The Hilltoppers (7-6) fell just 
short in their first bowl since 
joining college football's 
top tier in 2009. 

Western Kentucky’s Anto¬ 
nio Andrews rushed for 119 
yards, but didn’t reach the 
274 all-purpose yards he 
needed to break the sin¬ 
gle-season record of 3,250 
set by Oklahoma State’s 
Barry Sanders in 1988. An¬ 
drews, a junior, had 184 all¬ 
purpose yards to finish the 
season at 3,161 
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U.S. routs Germany 8-0 at junior hockey worlds 



Team USA forward Sean Kuraly, left, celebrates his goal against Germany with teammates Mike Riley, 
right, and Seth Jones, center, during the first period of an IIHF World Junior Championships hockey 
game in Ufa, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 27, 2012. Associated Press 


UFA, Russia (AP) —The Unit¬ 
ed States routed Germany 
8-0 Thursday at the world ju¬ 
nior ice hockey tournament 
behind a goal and two as¬ 
sists each from Alex Gal- 
chenyuk and Riley Barber. 
This was the first Group B 
game for the Americans, 
who are tied for first place 
with Canada. The Canadi¬ 
ans downed Germany 9-3 
on Wednesday. 

U.S. goaltender John Gib¬ 
son stopped 19 shots 
through two periods. He 
was replaced for the third 
by Jon Gillies, who made 
seven saves. 


Sean Kuraly added a goal 
and an assist for the Ameri¬ 
cans, who were dominant 
throughout the game and 
forced German goalie 
Marvin Cupper to make 38 
saves. 

Also Thursday, Switzerland 
beat Latvia 7-2 in Group A. 
The Americans were up 3-0 
after the first period, thanks 
to goals from Kuraly, Jacob 
Trouba and Galchenyuk. 
They scored another three 
in the second — through 
Barber, Shayne Gostisbe- 
here and Ryan Hartman. 
J.T. Miller then scored on a 
solo effort midway through 


the third and Seth Jones 
completed the rout less 
than two minutes later. 
Russia is third in the Group 
B standings with after beat¬ 
ing Slovakia in overtime on 
Wednesday, while Germa¬ 
ny is last. 

Earlier in the Group A 
match, Mike Kunzle scored 
two goals to help give Swit¬ 
zerland a winning start to 
the tournament. 

Nikolais Jelisejevs put Latvia 
ahead on a power play but 
Christoph Berschy equal¬ 
ized and Kunzle gave Swit¬ 
zerland the lead for good 
with 1:33 left in the first pe¬ 


Djokovic, Venus Williams at Hopman Cup 



PERTH, Australia (AP) —Top- 
ranked men’s player Novak 
Djokovic and seven-time 
Grand Slam singles cham¬ 
pion Venus Williams will rep¬ 
resent their countries at the 
Hopman Cup team tennis 
tournament, although they 
won't play each other un¬ 
less Serbia and the United 
States advance to the final. 
Playing for the first time 
on blue courts at the new 
Perth Arena, the eight- 
country event begins Sat¬ 
urday when Spain plays 
South Africa and Germany 
takes on Australia. 

Williams and her partner 
John Isner will see their first 
action Sunday when the 


U.S. plays South Africa, and 
Spain also plays France on 
the same day. Serbia, rep¬ 
resented by Djokovic and 
Ana Ivanovic, plays Italy on 


Monday. 

Each match consists of 
women's and men's sin¬ 
gles followed by mixed 
doubles. □ 


riod. Lukas Balmelli made it 
3-1 early in the second be¬ 
fore Arturs Sevcenko pulled 
a goal back less than three 
minutes later. 

But Switzerland dominated 
the rest of the game, with 
further goals by Sven And- 
righetto, Sandro Zangger, 
Kunzle and Alessio Bertag- 
gia. 

Luca Boltshauser had 30 
saves for Switzerland, while 
Elvis Merzlikins made 25 
stops for Latvia, which fell 


to its second straight loss. 
Switzerland is tied for first 
on three points with Finland 
and Sweden in Group A. 
The Czech Republic is also 
in the group. 

The preliminary round con¬ 
tinues Friday with Finland 
facing the Czech Repub¬ 
lic and Sweden playing 
Switzerland in Group A at 
the Sports palace, while 
Canada will take on Slova¬ 
kia and U.S. will face Russia 
at Ufa Arena. □ 
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Study: 

Drug shortage tied to poorer cancer survival 


Judge drops 
health case 

CASEY SEILER 

© 2012 Albany Times Union 
ALBANY - A state Supreme 
Court justice has dismissed 
a challenge to a state de¬ 
cision to impose the same 
health care cost increases 
on retired workers negoti¬ 
ated by public employees 
unions. In a forceful deci¬ 
sion, state Supreme Court 
Justice George B. Ceresia 
of Troy concluded that 
even giving the retirees 
a liberal interpretation of 
their arguments, "petition¬ 
ers have failed to state any 
valid cause of action.” 

The suit was brought by the 
New York Retired Public 
Employees Association on 
behalf of retirees, who saw 
their share of health insur¬ 
ance costs increase follow¬ 
ing the tough contract ne¬ 
gotiations of mid-2011. 

As with active employees, 
the share for retirees went 
up from 10 percent to 12 
percent of the total pre¬ 
mium cost for an individual 
plan, and from 25 percent 
to 27 percent for a family 
plan. Plaintiffs noted typical 
costs could go from $59 to 
$95 per month for an indi¬ 
vidual, or from $250 to $331 
per month for a family plan 
- especially tough, they 
argued, for retirees on a 
fixed income. Defendants 
included Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, the Department of 
Civil Service, Budget Direc¬ 
tor Bob Megna and others. 
The state was defended by 
state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman's office. 

In his 18-page order, dated 
Dec. 17, Ceresia rejected 
the three grounds for ac¬ 
tion in the challenge to the 
increase. In dismissing the 
plaintiffs' claim that the in¬ 
crease violates Civil Service 
Law, Ceresia said the suit 
failed to note the amend¬ 
ment of the law that allows 
the state to increase the re¬ 
tirees’ share. The ruling also 
rejected what the judge re¬ 
ferred to as their "belated 
alternate argument” that 
the court should protect 
employees who retired be¬ 
fore Oct. 1, 2012 from be¬ 
ing hit with the increase. 
The action would, Ceresia 
wrote, be a clear viola¬ 
tion of the separation of 
powers. □ 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

Young cancer patients 
who couldn't get a key 
medicine because of a 
U.S.-wide drug shortage 
were more likely to suffer 
a relapse than others who 
were able to get the pre¬ 
ferred treatment, doctors 
report. It’s the first evidence 
that a long-standing drug- 
supply problem probably 


has affected cancer treat¬ 
ment results in specific pa¬ 
tients. 

The study involved more 
than 200 children and 
young adults with a blood 
cancer called Hodgkin 


LINDA A. JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
TRENTON, New Jersey (AP) 

— Regulators in Japan 
have approved sales of 
an anticlotting drug called 
Eliquis, developed by Bris¬ 
tol-Myers Squibb Co. and 
Pfizer Inc., that’s a poten¬ 
tial blockbuster in a new 
category of medicines to 
prevent strokes and heart 
attacks. 

But that’s only if it can win 
U.S. approval, as two rival 
drugs have done. 

Pfizer and Bristol-Myers said 
Wednesday that Japan 
approved use of Eliquis for 
treating the most common 
type of irregular heartbeat, 
atrial fibrillation, in patients 


lymphoma. Like childhood 
leukemia, it can be cured 
nearly 80 percent of the 
time. But a drug shortage 
that has worsened since 
2009 is threatening that 
success rate, doctors re¬ 
port in Thursday's New Eng¬ 
land Journal of Medicine. 
Hundreds of drugs, includ¬ 
ing sedatives, antibiot¬ 
ics, painkillers and cancer 
treatments, have gone in 


and out of short supply in 
recent years. Reasons in¬ 
clude manufacturing and 
contamination problems, 
plant shutdowns, and few¬ 
er makers and lower profits 
for certain drugs, especially 


at risk for strokes or danger¬ 
ous clots called systemic 
embolisms. Already ap¬ 
proved for sale in Canada 
and the European Union, 
Eliquis has twice been re¬ 
jected by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration. 
About a quarter of all 
people aged 40 and older 
develop atrial fibrillation, 
a condition in which the 
heart's two upper cham¬ 
bers contract irregularly 
and don’t pump blood ef¬ 
ficiently. This can persist for 
years or only happen oc¬ 
casionally. 

It increases the risk of a 
stroke fivefold, and strokes 
caused by atrial fibrillation 
are more severe than other 


generics infused during sur¬ 
gery or cancer treatment. 
Doctors sometimes substi¬ 
tute different drugs for ones 
in short supply. But proving 
that the swaps led to poor¬ 
er results has been tough, 
especially for cancer pa¬ 
tients whose disease and 
response to treatment vary 
so much. 

“We really couldn’t put 
our finger on, did anybody 
really suffer?” said Dr. Mi¬ 
chael Link, a cancer spe¬ 
cialist at Stanford University 
and past president of the 
American Society of Clini¬ 
cal Oncology. 

The new study, led by Dr. 
Monika Metzger of St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos¬ 
pital in Memphis, gives the 
best evidence so far that 
patients are suffering, 
it focused on mechloretha- 
mine, or nitrogen mustard, 
a drug that has been in 
short supply until last month, 
when more became avail¬ 
able. Doctors compared 
results among 181 Hodgkin 
lymphoma patients who 
received the drug to 40 
others who were given a 
different chemotherapy, 
cyclophosphamide, when 
the first choice was unavail¬ 
able. Only 75 percent of 
those given the substitute 
drug stayed free of can¬ 
cer for fwo years versus 88 
percent who received the 
preferred treatment. 

“We can think of no cred- 


strokes, with half of patients 
who suffer them dying with¬ 
in a year if not treated. 

For decades, atrial fibrilla¬ 
tion patients were treated 
with the blood thinner war¬ 
farin, sold under brands in¬ 
cluding Coumadin. 

While warfarin is very 
cheap, users must get fre¬ 
quent blood tests to ensure 
they’re getting enough to 
prevent strokes but not too 
high a dose, which can 
cause dangerous internal 
bleeding. 

In the last two years, drug 
regulators in the U.S. and 
other countries have ap¬ 
proved two new anticlot¬ 
ting drugs for patients with 
atrial fibrillation and other 


ible explanation for this 
dramatic difference” other 
than the drug substitution, 
the authors wrote. 

No patients died, but those 
who relapsed were given 
more aggressive treat¬ 
ments, including stem-cell 
transplants that have more 
side effects and can harm 
fertility. 

One of them was Abby 
Alonzo, of Port St. Lucie, 
Fla. She was diagnosed 
with lymphoma three years 
ago, when she was 10. Af¬ 
ter eight weeks of treat¬ 
ment with the preferred 
drug, “she was doing won¬ 
derfully,” said her mother, 
Katie Alonzo. 

Then doctors said they 
were out of it. 

“I said, what do you mean, 
we don’t have the medi¬ 
cation my child needs?” 
Katie Alonzo said. 

After four weeks on the 
substitute chemo, Abby’s 
cancer had returned and 
spread to more places, her 
mother said. The child re¬ 
ceived high doses of che¬ 
motherapy and radiation 
and now seems cancer- 
free, although the treat¬ 
ments damaged her lung 
capacity, leaving her short 
of breath. 

“When your child has can¬ 
cer you live day by day,” 
and to find out a life-saving 
medicine isn’t available is 
“very, very frightening,” Ka¬ 
tie Alonzo said. □ 


conditions: Pradaxa, from 
German drugmaker Boeh- 
ringer Ingelheim, and Xarel- 
to, from partners Johnson & 
Johnson and Bayer Health¬ 
care. 

Some analysts have said 
Eliquis, known chemically 
as apixaban, is the best of 
the three new drugs, but 
Pradaxa and Xarelto got 
a big head start in building 
U.S. market share. 

That means that if Eliquis is 
approved by the FDA, Pfizer 
and Bristol-Myers will have 
a tough job persuading 
doctors and patients who 
already have switched 
from warfarin to Pradaxa 
or Xarelto to again switch 
medication. □ 



This June 2010 photo provided by St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital shows Abby Alonzo during her treatment at St. Jude’s. 
Alonzo was one of many young cancer patients who couldn’t 
get a key medicine during treatment because of a national drug 
shortage. Those patients were more likely to suffer a relapse than 
others that were able to get the preferred treatment, doctors 
report. It’s the first evidence that the long standing drug supply 
problem probably had affected cancer outcomes in specific 
patients. (AP Photo/St. Jude Research Hospital) 


Bristol-Myers, Pfizer’s Eliquis approved in Japan 
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U.S. colleges help students polish online reputation 



Arkansas students, painted and wearing white, “call the hogs” during a timeout in an NCAA 
college basketball game against Syracuse in Fayetteville, Ark., Friday, Nov. 30, 2012. Arkansas 
fans participated in a “white out” for the game. 

Associated Press 


CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) 

— Samantha Grossman 
wasn’t always thrilled 
with the impression that 
emerged when people 
Googled her name. So be¬ 
fore she graduated from 
Syracuse University in the 
U.S., the school provided 
her with an online tool that 
allowed her to put her best 
Web image forward. 

Now when people Google 
her, they go straight to a 
professional photo, her 
cum laude degree and 
credentials, and she cred¬ 
its it with helping her land 
a digital advertising job in 
New York. 

“I wanted to make sure 
people would find the ac¬ 
tual me," she said. 

Some universities offer such 
online fools to their stu¬ 
dents free of charge, re¬ 
alizing that ill-considered 
Web profiles of drunken frat 
parties, prank videos and 
worse can doom gradu¬ 
ates. 


The trend is based on stud¬ 
ies showing that most em¬ 
ployers Google prospec¬ 
tive hires and nearly all of 
them won't bother to go 
past the first page of re¬ 
sults. The online tools don’t 
eliminate the embarrassing 
material, they just put the 
graduate’s most flattering, 
professional profile front 
and center. 

“These students have been 
comfortable with the inti¬ 
mate details of their lives 
on display since birth,” said 
Lisa Severy, president-elect 
of the National Career De¬ 
velopment Association. 
After initially supplying 
BrandYourself accounts to 
graduating seniors, Syra¬ 
cuse University this year 
struck a deal with the com¬ 
pany — begun by a trio of 
alumni — to offer accounts 
to all of its undergraduate 
and graduate students 
and alumni at no addition¬ 
al charge. About 25,000 
people have access to it 
so far. 

Online reputation repair 


companies have been 
around for at least a cou¬ 
ple of years, often charg¬ 
ing hundreds or thousands 
of dollars a year to arrange 
for good results on search 
engine result pages. Bran¬ 
dYourself, which normally 
charges $10 a month for 
an account, launched two 
years ago as a less expen¬ 
sive, do-it-yourself alterna¬ 
tive after co-founder Pete 
Kistler ran into a problem 


ARUBA 



with his own name. 

“He couldn't get an in¬ 
ternship because he was 
getting mistaken for a 
drug dealer with the same 
name,” said co-found¬ 
er Patrick Ambron. “He 
couldn’t even get calls 
back and found out that 
was the problem." 

An April survey of 2,000 
hiring managers from Ca- 
reerBuilder found nearly 
two in five companies use 
social networking sites to 
research job candidates, 
and 11 percent said they 
planned to start. 

A third of the hiring manag¬ 
ers who said they research 
candidates reported find¬ 
ing something like a pro¬ 
vocative photo or evi¬ 


dence of drinking or drug 
use that cost the candi¬ 
date a job. 

“We want our students and 
alumni actively involved in 
shaping their online pres¬ 
ence,” said Johns Hopkins 
Career Center Director 
Mark Presnell. 

BrandYourself works by 
analyzing search terms in a 
user's online profile to de¬ 
termine, for example, that 
a Linkedln account might 
rank 25th in Google search¬ 
es of the user’s name. The 
program then suggests 
ways to boost that ranking. 
The software also provides 
alerts when an unidentified 
result appears on a user’s 
first page or if any links rise 
or fall significantly in rankO 



Restaurant 


S/*ecial 


First Course 

SEAFOOD PROMENADE 
stuffed and baked to a golden color 

Escargot a la creme 

creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 

Second Course 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

ROAST TENDERLOIN MEDICI 
a mediterranean speciality 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
BROILED PORK MEDALLION 
with a dijon mustard sauce and apple mousse 
BAKED STUFFED GROUPER 
glazed with seafood thermidor 

Early Brid Dinner $22 

Only from 5pm - 7pm 

Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
CHEESE CAKE 
ICE CREAM 

$ 22.00 plus Service Charge 
In combination with coupons will be a 
surcharge of $4.00 


FOR RESERVATION 


Itt 


503-0890 


LG. Smith Siva. 160 near the low rise Hotels 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 


LUNCH 


DINNER 


FREE DELIVERY HER $401™ 1 - 

FOR HI HKD I0WT RISE HOTEL DISTRICT - IHClUD ING THE BEACH! I 


ALL YOU CAN 


$6.99 







2 EGGS, TOAST 


$4.49 




FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 






OPEN DAILY - 8:00 A.M. -10:00 ISH 

LOCATED BEHIND SEtiOR FROGS. ACROSS FROM THE RADISSON HOTEL 
Serving breakfast from 0:00 am til 12:00 noon 


5 Burgers Aruba 


BURGERS HANDPRESSEDi DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES!! 


Confidence dims as ‘cliff’ doubts tank Wall Street 



Shoppers walk past a store at a mall in Salem, N.H. U.S. consumer 
confidence tumbled in December, driven lower by fears of sharp 
tax increases and government spending cuts set to take effect 
next week. The Conference Board said Thursday that its consumer 
confidence index fell this month to 65.1, down from 71.5 in 
November. That's second straight decline and the lowest level 
since August. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola) 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The “fis¬ 
cal cliff” took the stock 
market on a roller coaster 
Thursday. Small develop¬ 
ments in the tense budget 
standoff yanked stocks 
back and forth throughout 
the day. 

In the end, U.S. stocks 
closed lower for the fourth 
day in a row, sending the 
unwelcome message that 
the budget standoff is still 
far from solved, the econo¬ 
my still far from healed. 

The erratic performance 
underscored how the “fis¬ 
cal cliff” can yank the mar¬ 
ket back and forth. The 
term refers to automatic 
tax increases and govern¬ 
ment spending cuts that 
will kick in next week if Re¬ 
publicans and Democrats 
can’t reach a budget 
agreement by Monday 
night. 

Stocks opened by hopping 
between small gains and 


US jobless 

CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

average number of people 
seeking U.S. unemploy¬ 
ment benefits over the past 
month fell to the lowest 
level since March 2008, a 
sign that the job market is 
healing. 

The Labor Department said 
Thursday that weekly ap¬ 
plications dropped 12,000 
to a seasonally adjusted 
350,000 in the week ended 
Dec. 22. The four-week av¬ 
erage, a less volatile mea- 


losses, pulled up by news 
about fewer unemploy¬ 
ment claims and down by 
the continuing lack of a 
budget deal in Washing¬ 
ton. 

Then, stocks turned deci¬ 


sure, fell to a nearly five- 
year low of 356,750. 

Still, the Christmas holiday 
may have distorted the fig¬ 
ures. A department spokes¬ 
man said many state un¬ 
employment offices were 
closed Monday and Tues¬ 
day and could not provide 
exact data. That forced the 
government to rely on esti¬ 
mates. Normally, the gov¬ 
ernment might estimate 
application data for one 
or two states. Last week, it 
had to use estimates for 19. 
The estimates are usually 


sively downward at mid¬ 
morning, unnerved by twin 
fetters: a report that con¬ 
sumer confidence fell to its 
lowest level since August, 
and a warning from the Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader, Demo¬ 


fairly accurate, the spokes¬ 
man said. Even so, the gov¬ 
ernment will likely revise the 
figures by more than normal 
next week. Weekly applica¬ 
tions are a proxy for layoffs. 
They have mostly fluctuated 
this year between 360,000 
and 390,000. At the same 
time, employers have add¬ 
ed an average of 151,000 
jobs a month in the first 11 
months of 2012. That’s just 
enough to slowly reduce 
the unemployment rate. 
Economists were mildly en¬ 
couraged by the decline 


crat Harry Reid, that he 
feared the government 
would miss the Monday 
night deadline for work¬ 
ing out a budget compro¬ 
mise. 

A bright spot of economic 
news, an increase in sales 
of new homes, couldn't 
distract investors from 
worries about the budget 
impasse. Both Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats de¬ 
manded that the other 
side take the initiative in 
compromising. The Dow 
Jones industrial average 
fell as much as 150 points, 
more than 1 percent. 
Then, just as the Dow ap¬ 
peared headed toward 
a triple-digit loss, it whip- 
sawed again, this time 
higher, after House lead¬ 
ers announced in the late 
afternoon that the cham¬ 
ber would meet Sunday 
evening to work on the 
budget. 

At the close, stocks 
trimmed their losses but still 


in applications. But they 
emphasized that the fig¬ 
ures are volatile around 
the holidays. They were 
also distorted until recent 
weeks by Superstorm 
Sandy. Many expect 
next week's jobs report 
to show that employers 
added about 150,000 jobs 
in December. The decline 
in unemployment ben¬ 
efit applications suggests 
companies are not yet 
slashing jobs because of 
concerns over the “fiscal 
cliff.’Q 


closed lower. The Dow fin¬ 
ished down 18.28 points, or 
0.14 percent, to 13,096.31. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
index fell 1.73 to 1,418.10. 
The Nasdaq composite in¬ 
dex lost 4.25 to 2,985.91. 
Until recently, investors 
were treating the “fiscal 
cliff” with a measure of 
nonchalance. Stocks rose 
more or less steadily from 
mid-November until late 
last week. 

But now, with the “fiscal 
cliff” deadline just days 
away and no deal in sight, 
more investors are paying 
attention. 

“This is a matter of a few 
personalities: it isn't some¬ 
thing where you can ana¬ 
lyze spreadsheets to figure 
out what’s going on,” said 
David Kelly, chief global 
strategist at JPMorgan 
Funds. “There are very few 
investors on one side or the 
other who have wanted to 
make a strong bet on this 
one." Many investors be¬ 
lieve that the higher taxes 
and lower government 
spending could push the 
U.S. back into recession. 
“This is not small potatoes,” 
said Hugh Johnson, chair¬ 
man and chief investment 
officer of Hugh Johnson 
Advisors in Albany, New 
York. “We're not going to 
miss a recession by much in 
2013 as is.” 

To be sure, plenty of traders 
think the “fiscal cliff” is over¬ 
hyped. Even if the govern¬ 
ment misses the Monday 
deadline, the higher taxes 
and lower government 
spending would take ef¬ 
fect only gradually, and 
Congress could always re¬ 
peal them. □ 


aid applications fall to 5-year low 
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SeaWorld files to go public with $100 million IPO 


MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Reporter 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

company famous for wa¬ 
ter shows featuring killer 
whales, dolphins and other 
animals at SeaWorld said 
Thursday that it is planning 
to go public. SeaWorld En¬ 
tertainment Inc. has filed 
for an initial public offering 
of stock aimed at raising 
$100 million. That number 
is likely to change as the 
company’s bankers gauge 
interest from investors. 

From its origins as a Busch 
Gardens animal park at 
Anheuser-Busch’s Tampa 
Budweiser brewery, the 
company has grown to 
span 11 theme parks hous¬ 
ing 67,000 animals. Besides 
the three SeaWorld parks, 
the company owns two 
Busch Gardens parks and 
Sesame Place, an amuse¬ 
ment park based on the 
children’s TV show Sesame 
Street. 

The company warns that 
its business is dependent 
on customers’ willingness 
to spend on leisure and en¬ 
tertainment — which may 
be a tough proposition in 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans bought new 
homes last month at the 
fastest pace in more than 
two and a half years, fur¬ 
ther evidence of a sus¬ 
tained housing recovery. 
Sales of new homes rose 
4.4 percent in November 
from October to a season¬ 
ally adjusted annual rate 
of 377,000, the Commerce 
Department said Thursday. 
That’s the fastest pace 
since April 2010, when a 
federal tax credit boosted 
sales. 

New-home sales have 
also increased 15.3 per¬ 
cent over the past year, 
although the improvement 
comes from depressed lev¬ 
els. Sales remain below the 
700,000 that economists 
consider healthy. 

Sales in the Northeast re¬ 
bounded in November 
from disruptions caused by 
Superstorm Sandy. Sales in 
the region increased 12.5 


a still-weak U.S. economy. 
Still, SeaWorld's revenue 
has risen in the three years 
that it’s been owned by pri¬ 
vate equity firm Blackstone 
Group LP. The company 
has looked for ways to stay 
competitive in the current 
market, branching out this 


year with a Saturday morn¬ 
ing television show, “Sea 
Rescue,” on the ABC net¬ 
work to attract young view¬ 
ers. 

Blackstone is expected 
to sell some of its stock in 


percent last month. That 
followed a decline of 27.3 
percent in October. 

The housing market has 
steadily improved this 
year, helped by stable job 
gains and record-low mort¬ 


gage rates. More people 
are looking to buy or rent 
a home after living with 
relatives or friends during 


the IPO but keep a major¬ 
ity stake, SeaWorld said in 
a filing with the Securities 
and Exchange Commis¬ 
sion. SeaWorld plans to use 
money raised in the IPO to 
pay down debt and make 
a payment to the New 
York-based firm. 


Blackstone bought Sea¬ 
World, formerly Busch En¬ 
tertainment Corp., from 
beer brewer Anheuser- 
Busch InBev in 2009 for $2.3 
billion. The Belgian com¬ 
pany was shedding assets 


and immediately after the 
Great Recession. 

Another big reason for the 
rebound: The excess supply 
of homes that were built 
during the housing boom 
has finally thinned out. Only 


149,000 new homes were 
for sale at the end of last 
month, according to the 
report. That's just above 


to help pay for its $52 billion 
takeover of St. Louis-based 
Anheuser-Busch in 2008. 
Anheuser-Busch started 
Busch Gardens in Tampa 
in 1959. The beer company 
bought SeaWorld, whose 
park opened in San Diego 
in 1964, in 1989. SeaWorld 
is now based in the theme 
park mecca of Orlando, 
Florida, also home to Walt 
Disney Co.’s Walt Disney 
World resort and Universal 
Studios. More than half of 
the company's revenue is 
generated in Florida. 
SeaWorld said about 24 mil¬ 
lion people attended its 11 
parks during the 12 months 
ended Sept. 30. The com¬ 
pany did not disclose how 
that figure has grown or 
shrank in the past few years, 
but says it has a “stable at¬ 
tendance base.” In the 
first nine months of 2012, 
SeaWorld’s profit jumped 
73 percent to $86.2 million 
from $50 million a year ear¬ 
lier, as revenue rose nearly 
8 percent to $1.16 billion. 
Some of the company's 
competitors have had a 
difficult climb back from 
the recession.□ 


a record low of 143,000 in 
August. The increase in the 
supply of new homes for 
sale was the first sustained 
rise in five years. Economists 
said that reflects growing 
optimism among builders 
that the housing recovery 
will endure. Builder confi¬ 
dence rose this month to 
its highest level in 614 years, 
according to the National 
Association of Home Build¬ 
ers/Wells Fargo survey re¬ 
leased last week. 

The pace of home con¬ 
struction is nearly 22 per¬ 
cent higher than a year 
earlier, according to gov¬ 
ernment data. Builders are 
on track this year to start 
work on the most homes in 
four years. There have been 
other signs of a recovery in 
the housing market. 

Home prices are also in¬ 
creasing. The Standard & 
Poor’s/Case-Shiller national 
home price index released 
Wednesday increased 4.3 
percent in October com¬ 
pared with a year agoO 


EU NOTES 

Spain’s Bankia 
shares plunge 

MADRID (AP) — Shares 
in Bankia, the bailed-out 
Spanish bank, lost almost 
a fifth of their value Thurs¬ 
day after officials with the 
nation’s bank bailout fund 
said the nationalized insti¬ 
tution was worth minus $5.6 
billion. Bankia SA's share 
price ended the day 19.5 
percent lower at €0.55 
after Spain's Fund for Or¬ 
derly Bank Restructuring 
revealed Wednesday night 
the extent of the bank’s 
negative value— essential¬ 
ly, more debts than assets. 
The figure suggests that the 
lender's losses on its toxic 
property investments from 
the building spree that im¬ 
ploded in 2008 are even 
worse than expected. 
Bankia is being bailed out 
by the state for $24 billion 
from a rescue fund set up 
by the 17 EU nations that 
use the euro. □ 

Portugal airport 
corp. auctioned 

LISBON, Portugal (AP) — 

French airport operator 
Vinci will pay €3.1 billion 
($4.1 billion) to run 10 Portu¬ 
guese airports for the next 
50 years under Portugal's 
sell-off of state companies 
to reduce its public debt. 
Vinci Concessions offered 
more than the minimum 
€2.5 billion officials wanted 
for national airport man¬ 
agement company ANA, 
beating two other Euro¬ 
pean suitors and one from 
Argentina. 

Portugal's government ap¬ 
proved Vinci’s bid Thurs¬ 
day. It is selling state com¬ 
panies under conditions of 
a €78 billion international 
bailout package. The rev¬ 
enue helps pay down the 
debt, forecast to reach al¬ 
most 120 percent of gross 
domestic product this 
year.Q 



"FAIN HI N D AC IOM CU VISION" 


New home sales jump to fastest rate in 2 V 2 years 
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SeaWorld Orlando’s Shamu Stadium in Orlando, Fla. SeaWorld 
Entertainment Inc. on Thursday, Dec. 27, 2012, filed for an initial 
public offering of stockthat could raise $100 million. 

(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack) 



A woman walks towards a home for sale during a viewing for 
brokers in Leucadia, Calif. Americans bought new homes in 
November 2012 at the fastest pace in more than two and a half 
years, further evidence of a sustained housing recovery. 

(AP Photo/Gregory Bull) 
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^ I COMICS 





Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Actor Robert 
5 Ensnares 
10 Cleansing bar 

14 Continent east 
of Russia 

15 Summarize 

16 “Les 
Miserables” 
author Victor 

17 Saved 

18 Banishes 

20 Asner & Koch 

21 Actors’signals 

22 Got up 

23 Burst forth 

25 BPOE member 

26 Bawl out 
28 Distorts 

31 Lisa Marie’s 
dad 

32 Short 
34 Groove 

36 Enthusiastic 

37 Advertising 
circular 

38 Passenger fee 

39 Last calendar 
page: abbr. 

40 Courted 

41 Spectrum 

42 Whispered 
confidence 

44 Throws 

45 Belonging to 
that fellow 

46 Page or 
LaBelle 

47 Desert refuge 

50 Copenhagener 

51 Actor _ Hanks 
54 Shining 

57 Oliver Twist’s 
request 

58 Clark Kent and 

Lois_ 

59 Judge’s mallet 

60 Zone 

61 School subj. 

62 Waterbirds 

63 Abnormal sac 

DOWN 

1 Angel food _ 

2 Secondhand 

3 Empty talk 

4 Mrs. Nixon 

5 Group of actors 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


12 / 28/12 


Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 


C 

A 

G 

il 

Is 

H C 

) W 

S 

w 

J 0 

S 

T 

E 

D 

E 


1 

A [ 

) R 

E 

itT 

\ w 

A 

Y 

D 

A 

N 

g| 

1 

N [ 

) 1 

A 

If 

1 E 

1 

N 

E 

M 

E 

R C 

3 E 

sl 

It 

R 

E / 

\ D 

L 

E 


0 

1 li 


J E 

S 

T J 

■ 

A 

N 

G 

S ' 

m 

r L 

j r| 

H C 

) T 

E 

L 

T 

E 

E 

sl 

Ic 

A F 

JF 

E I 

. 1 

V 

E 

1 

V 

E 

H 

; a 

L 

1 B 

E 

r| 

Ib 

E 

G 

L 

E 

S 

S E 

z -m 


r e 

D 

H 

/i i 

N 

1 

T 

R 

E 

A [ 

* 

" E 

: e| 


F E 

: A 

S 

T 


T / 

\ M 

E F 

M 

[m 

E / 

■ 

R 

E 

W 

1 F 

^ E 

sl 

Ih 

A 

D [ 

) 0 

C 

K 

E 

V 

E 

| 

I 

l [ 

) E 

S 

■ 

) G 

L 

E 

N 

1 

L 



R E 

: a 

iT'l 

1 

V R 

A 

P 

O 

L 

D 

11 

|s 

E r 

J D 

S 

1 

3 E 

P 

T 


12/28/12 


(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


6 Adjust a clock 

7 _up; 

misbehaves 

8 _ for the 
course; normal 

9 Mineral spring 

10 _ one’s duty; 
is irresponsible 

11 Greek liqueur 

12 Gets older 

13 Prepare to be 
photographed 

19 Neighbor of 
Nevada: abbr. 

21 Slices 

24 Sudden attack 

25 Vase-shaped 
pitcher 

26 Rosary piece 

27 Santa’s helpers 

28 _up; bound 

29 Not lasting 

30 Sudden 
increase 

32 Spot; smudge 

33 Bread for a 
Reuben 

35 _ off; irritates 

37 Enemies 


38 Quick 

40 Watch’s place 

41 Learn by _; 
memorize 

43 Sculptor’s tool 

44 Become 
ensnarled 

46 Glass squares 

47 Make eyes at 


48 Actor Rachins 

49 Warble 

50 Headfirst 
plunge 

52 Raw minerals 

53 Ham or beef 

55 Oval edible 

56 “No,” to a Scot 

57 Apple computer 
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Good deals, bad economy, mean 
people shopping for themselves 



Arielle Kass 

© 2012 Cox Newspapers 

ATLANTA -- Erica Garmon 
hadn’t planned on shop¬ 
ping for herself. Then she 
got her hands on a cou¬ 
pon for 40 percent off at 
the Coach store at North 
Georgia Premium Outlets. 

Before she knew it, she was 
walking out with a $100 
bag. 

‘Tve been a good girl this 
year,” she resident said. ”1 
deserved it.” 

She’s not alone in that sen¬ 
timent. The National Retail 
Federation says six out of 

10 people who go out shopping this holi¬ 
day season will end up buying something 
for themselves as well, spending an aver¬ 
age of $140. And if they’re young, 25 to 34, 
they’ll spend even more, about $175. 

The good deals, and a recession that 
kept people from shopping as frequently, 
means more consumers are seeing items 
they’d like for themselves while out search¬ 
ing for gifts 

Prior to the recession, "the consumer 
bought whatever they wanted whenever 
they wanted it,” said Marshal Cohen, chief 
retail analyst for NPD Group. "Self-gifting is 
a really good indication of how the con¬ 
sumer has changed.” 

Shoppers used to be embarrassed about 
buying for themselves while they were 
shopping for others, Cohen said, but much 
like the trend toward buying gift cards, it’s 
become increasingly acceptable. Self- 
gifting has risen because people with gift 
cards are spending on themselves and be¬ 
cause there is still pent-up demand from 
shoppers who haven’t returned to stores at 
the same rate they once shopped. 


Garmon said she has been tempted to 
buy herself presents in nearly every store 
she entered. By Christmas, she expected 
to spend more than $300 on herself. Her 
budget for 10 other people was $2,000. 

1 'The consumer has discovered that one of 
the best times to buy something for yourself 
is the holiday season,” said Daniel Butler, 
the NRF’s vice president of retail opera¬ 
tions. "There's a lot on sale. You naturally 
go out and find things.” 

Amanda Williamson found a pair of socks 
and a cute shirt on sale at New York & 
Company, and the price was right -- the 
Atlanta resident spent $7 on both. But, she 
said, it’s unusual for her to buy things for 
herself when she’s shopping for others. 
Audria Jones, though, intended to treat 
herself. She was looking for gifts at Perim¬ 
eter Mall, but knew she'd likely buy some 
items she needed, as well. The Atlanta resi¬ 
dent estimated she'd spend $400 on oth¬ 
ers and $300 on herself. 

Her friend, Shelby Washington, was finding 
shoes, a skirt and a scarf to bring home. 
None of the purchases was plannedO 


Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 
Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv@hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 


Tel: 902-O697 / 5&S-7404 
Schatlnnd str. 70 




Quality Apartments 

Studio A Loft 4pts. "fully furnished 

/ Ainco t Cdhti TV *Swifluiiinj P«l 
Less tta 1 ipiit f*vn Eagle fteaeh A * Forge supermarket?. 
Feel free ta contact or visit us. 

Mon . Fri; 6orri-7piti. Sot 4s 5^n; ^om-5p*n 


FOR RENT 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 bedroom 2 bath, ocean 
view Christmas wk 2013 
December 21-28 st 
Contact: ABC Rm 145 until 
1/07/13 USA 516-625-1996 
bleinem@aol.com $5,900 

VACATION SPECIAL 

last minute 

New Year Aruba Beach Club 
wk 52 Dec. 29-Jan 5 $700 4p 
Tel. 583-4403 / 560-3297 

198164 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Dec. 29 Jan 5 Studio $700 
Jan 05 Jan 121 br $1,000 
Jan 06 - Jan 13 2 br $1,100 
Pis call. 732-2788 
E-mail: 

rental@arubadirectdeals.com 

198167A 



LA CABANA 

Fixed week owners, 
protect your interest. 

Join FWOA 

fwoa1@verizon.net 

113141 


FOR RENT 

Do you want to stay more day’s in 
Aruba? 

we have apts & houses for rent by 
days, week & months. Start $60 
p/day. 

Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: marita.landa@gmail.com 

197999 


FOR SALE 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 586-4231 or 
xtmsriberg@hotmail.com 

197975 

SALON & SPA/ SPECIAL 

Manicure y Pedicure $30 
Massage (50 min) $45 
Facial (basic) $45 
Possibility to pick up!!! 

Bella Vista salon & spa / Seroe 
Patrishi 43-A 

Call now!! 583-7338/737-1408 

197999 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in this 2 Br 
2 % bath unit check it out now at 

www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198153 

FOR RENT- 

Ocean front 
Marriott Surf Club 
2 bedroom suite 
Dec. 23-30 2013 $6500 
Local #6901001 
Call: Us (206)714-5029 
E-mail: 

magiewolf@gmail.com 


FOR SALE 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or mary Summers 

_ 114364 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk 52 - Ibr $8,500 OBO 
wk 1-2br $10,000 OBO 
Tropicana Resort 
wk 51 -1b $2,500 OBO 
Pis call 732-2788 
sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

198167 

ST3P 

VLolanco Against Women 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 



ro 28 December 

Dr. Dassen 



Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica di Serv. Maria Tel: 585-8145 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES** 



28 Grand Princess 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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College student’s turtle project takes dark twist 



In this Dec. 12, 2012 photo, the shattered plastic shell of a fake turtle sits near the turtle's rubber body on a road near Clemson, S.C. 

Associated Press 


JEFFREY COLLINS 
Associated Press 
CLEMSON, South Carolina 
(AP) — A Clemson Univer¬ 
sity student who set out to 
determine how to help tur¬ 
tles cross the road ended 
up getting a glimpse into 
the dark souls of some hu¬ 
mans. 

Nathan Weaver put a re¬ 
alistic rubber turtle in the 
middle of a lane on a busy 
road near campus. Then 
he got out of the way and 
watched over the next hour 
as seven drivers swerved 
and deliberately ran over 
the animal. Several more 
apparently tried to hit it but 
missed. 

“I've heard of people and 
from friends who knew peo¬ 
ple that ran over turtles. But 
to see it out here like this 
was a bit shocking,” said 
Weaver, a 22-year-old stu¬ 
dent at Clemson's School 
of Agricultural, Forest and 
Environmental Sciences. 

To seasoned researchers, 
the practice wasn't surpris¬ 
ing. 

The number of box turtles 
is in slow decline, and one 
big reason is that many 
wind up as roadkill while 
crossing the asphalt, a 
slow-and-steady trip that 
can take several minutes. 
Sometimes humans feel a 
need to prove they are the 
dominant species on this 
planet by taking a two-ton 
metal vehicle and squish¬ 
ing a defenseless creature 


under the tires, said Hal 
Herzog, a Western Carolina 
University psychology pro¬ 
fessor. 

“They aren't thinking, really. 
It is not something people 
think about. It just seems 
fun at the time,” Herzog 
said. “It is the dark side of 
human nature.” 

Herzog asked a class of 
about 110 students get¬ 
ting ready to take a final 
whether they had inten¬ 
tionally run over a turtle, or 
been in a car with some¬ 
one who did. Thirty-four 


students raised their hands, 
about two-thirds of them 
male, said Herzog, author 
of a book about humans' 
relationships with animals, 
called “Some We Love, 
Some We Hate, Some We 
Eat.” 

Weaver, who became in¬ 
terested in animals and 
conservation through the 
Boy Scouts and TV’s “Croc¬ 
odile Hunter” Steve Irwin, 
wants to figure out the best 
way to get turtles safely 
across the road and keep 
the population from dwin¬ 
dling further. 

Among the possible solu¬ 
tions: turtle underpasses or 
an education campaign 
aimed at teenagers on 
why drivers shouldn’t mow 
turtles down. 

The first time Weaver went 
out to collect data on tur¬ 
tles, he chose a spot down 
the road from a big apart¬ 
ment complex that caters 
to students. He counted 
267 vehicles that passed 


by, seven of them inten¬ 
tionally hitting his rubber 
reptile. 

He went back out about 
a week later, choosing a 
road in a more residential 
area. The second of the 
50 cars to pass by that day 
swerved over the center 
line, its right tires pulverizing 
the plastic shell. 

“Wow! That didn’t take 
long,” Weaver said. 

Other cars during the hour 
missed the turtle. But right 
after his observation period 
was up, before Weaver 
could retrieve the model, 
another car moved to the 
right to hit the animal as he 
stood less than 20 feet (6 
meters) away. 

“One hit in 50 cars is pretty 
significant when you con¬ 
sider it might take a turtle 
10 minutes to cross the 
road,” Weaver said. 

It takes a turtle seven or 
eight years to become ma¬ 
ture enough to reproduce, 
and in that time, it might 


make several trips across 
the road to get from one 
pond to another, looking 
for food or a place to lay 
eggs. A female turtle that 
lives 50 years might lay over 
100 eggs, but just two or 
three are likely to survive to 
reproduce, said Weaver’s 
professor, Rob Baldwin. 
Snakes also get run over de¬ 
liberately. Baldwin wishes 
that weren’t the case, but 
he understands, consider¬ 
ing the widespread fear 
and loathing of snakes. But 
why anyone would want to 
run over turtles is a mystery 
to the professor. 

“They seem so helpless and 
cute,” he said. “I want to 
stop and help them. My 
kids want to stop and help 
them. 

My wife will stop and help 
turtles no matter how much 
traffic there is on the road. 

I can’t understand the idea 
why you would swerve to 
hit something so helpless as 
a turtle.”□ 
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In this Tuesday, March, 27, 2012, file photo, British actress Kate 
Winslet arrives at the World Premiere of Titanic 3D at the Royal 
Albert Hall in London. 

Associated Press 

It’s husband No. 3 for 
actress Kate Winslet 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kate Winslet has married again. 

The Oscar-winning actress wed Ned Rocknroll in New York 
earlier this month. The private ceremony was attended by 
Winslet's two children as well as a few friends and family 
members, her representative said Thursday. 

It is the third marriage for the 37-year-old Winslet. She was 
previously married to film directors Jim Threapleton and 
Sam Mendes.The 34-year-old Rocknroll, who was born 
Abel Smith, is a nephew of billionaire Virgin Group founder 
Richard Branson.The couple had been engaged since 
last summer. Winslet won a Best Actress Oscar for her per¬ 
formance in the 2008 film “The Reader.”q 
This Feb. 12, 2012 file photo shows Jessie Baylin with her 
husband Nathan Followill of the band Kings of Leon at the 
54th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles. □ 

KOL’s Nathan Followill, Jessie 
Baylin welcome baby 

CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) — The Kings of Leon family has 
just gotten bigger. 

Drummer Nathan Followill and his wife, singer-songwriter 
Jessie Baylin, welcomed a baby girl on Wednesday. It's 
the first baby for the couple and the third for the Followill 
family band. Nathan FollowiN's brother Caleb and cousin 
Matthew also have children. □ 


Chris Matthews raises 
profile during campaign 



This May 5, 2009 file photo shows Chris Matthews arriving at the 
Time 100 Gala, in New York. 

Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — To his 

boss, Chris Matthews has 
become a statesman. His 
critics probably have other 
words. 

The veteran MSNBC host 
raised his profile as much 
as any member of the tele¬ 
vision commentariat during 
the presidential campaign. 
His 5 p.m. “Hardball" show 
has seen viewership jump 
by 24 percent this year 
from 2011, 17 percent for 
the rerun two hours later. 
Matthews symbolized MS¬ 
NBC's growing comfort in 
being a liberal alternative 
to Fox News Channel. He 
engaged in an uncomfort¬ 
able on-air confrontation 
with Republican National 
Committee Chairman 
Reince Priebus, seemed 
nearly apoplectic when 
President Barack Obama 
flubbed his first debate and 
had to apologize for ap¬ 
pearing grateful that Hur¬ 
ricane Sandy might have 
helped Obama's re-elec¬ 
tion effort. 

With Keith Olbermann out 
of sight, Matthews essen¬ 
tially replaced him as the 
commentator that most 
annoyed conservative 
viewers. 

“During the run-up to the 
Iraq War, he just became 
really, really partisan and 
became even more so 
when MSNBC decided to 
become the anti-Fox,” said 
Geoff Dickens, who used 


to watch Matthews as a 
fan and now monitors him 
regularly as part of his job 
with the conservative Me¬ 
dia Research Center. 
Matthews is not afraid to 
say what he thinks. He’s 
a former newspaper col¬ 
umnist and one-time aide 
to a 1980s era Democrat, 
House Speaker Tip O’Neill. 
He seriously considered run¬ 
ning for the U.S. Senate in 
Pennsylvania a few years 
back, where he probably 
would have been asked re¬ 
peatedly to explain why he 
voted for George W. Bush in 
2000. 

He's a motor-mouth infused 
with a love of politics that 
borders on the pathologi¬ 
cal. 

“He's as good as he's ever 
been,” said Phil Griffin, MS¬ 
NBC president. “He’s at a 
place in his life where he’s 
really comfortable in his 


own skin. He's a statesman. 
He has so much knowledge 
and I think he understands 
it better. He’s always been 
great, but I really think he’s 
been at the peak of his 
game.” 

Iraq turned Matthews 
against Bush. He said war 
and peace, and civil rights, 
are the issues that drive him 
most and explain his enthu¬ 
siasm for Obama. 

Matthews seemed person¬ 
ally offended by efforts in 
individual states to tighten 
voter registration and iden¬ 
tification laws. 

Republicans called it an at¬ 
tempt to curb voter fraud; 
Matthews said it was to 
suppress voters friendly to 
Obama. He said Repub¬ 
licans would use welfare 
and other issues to subtly 
appeal to white voters still 
uncomfortable with a black 
presidentO 
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In this Nov. 8, 201 file photo taken in New York City Fontella 
Bass performs during the Pioneer Awards at New York’s Apollo 
Theatre. 

Associated Press 

‘Rescue Me' singer Fontella 
Bass dies JIM SALTER 


After 50 years. Marvel’s 
Peter Parker in peril 



This undated photo provided by Marvel Comics shows the 
cover of the 700th and final issue in the comic book series “The 
Amazing Spider-Man/’ issued Wednesday, Dec. 26, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Haitian 
president 
to sing with 
Julio 
Iglesias 



President Michel Martelly 
talks to reporters during a 
news conference, Monday, 
Dec, 10, 2012, in North Miami 
Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 

SANTO DOMINGO, Domini¬ 
can Republic (AP) — Haiti's 
singer-turned-president is 
returning to the internation¬ 
al stage. 

President Michel Martelly 
will sing two songs with 
Spanish singer Julio Iglesias 
at a benefit concert Friday 
in the Dominican Republic. 
Martelly has made several 
impromptu performances 
in Haiti since he was elect¬ 
ed in May 2011. But the 
show in Casa de Campo 
will be his first performance 
outside Haiti for the artist 
known as “Sweet Micky." 
Concert organizer George 
Nader says proceeds will 
go to the Pink and White 
Foundation, a charity run 
by Martelly and his wife, So¬ 
phia. 

Among those expected 
to attend are Henry Kiss¬ 
inger and designers Don¬ 
na Karan and Oscar de la 
Renta. 

Martelly was known for of¬ 
ten bawdy performances 
before he was elected 
president of a country strug¬ 
gling to recover from a Jan¬ 
uary 2010 earthquake.Q 


Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Fontella 
Bass, a U.S. soul singer who 
hit the top of the R&B charts 
with “Rescue Me” in 1965, 
has died. She was 72. 

Bass died Wednesday 
night at a St. Louis hospice 
of complications from a 
heart attack suffered three 
weeks ago, her daughter, 
Neuka Mitchell, said. Bass 
had also suffered a series of 
strokes over the past seven 
years. 

“She was an outgoing per¬ 
son,” Mitchell said. “She 
had a very big personality. 
Any room she entered she 
just lit the room up, whether 
she was on stage or just go¬ 
ing out to eat.” 

“Rescue Me” has been 
covered by many top art¬ 
ists, including Linda Ron- 
stadt, Cher, Melissa Man¬ 
chester and Pat Benatar. 
Franklin eventually sang a 
form of it, as “Deliver Me” 
in a Pizza Hut TV ad in 1991. 
Bass was born into a fam¬ 
ily with deep musical roots. 
Her mother was gospel 
singer Martha Bass, one 
of the Clara Ward Singers. 
Her younger brother, Da¬ 
vid Peaston, had a string 
of R&B hits in the 1980s and 
1990s. Peaston died in Feb¬ 
ruary at age 54. 


Bass began performing at 
a young age, singing in her 
church's choir at age 6. Her 
interest turned to R&B when 
she was a teenager. She 
eventually auditioned for 
Chess Records and landed 
a recording contract. Her 
duet with Bobby McClure, 
“Don’t Mess Up a Good 
Thing,” reached No. 5 on 
the R&B charts and No. 33 
on the Billboard Top 100 in 
1965. 

She co-wrote and later that 
year recorded “Rescue 
Me,” reaching No. 1 on the 
R&B charts and No. 4 on the 
Billboard pop singles chart. 
Bass’s powerful voice bore 
a striking resemblance to 
that of Aretha Franklin, who 
is often misidentified as the 
singer of that chart-topping 
hit. 

Bass haggled over royalty 
rights to “Rescue Me" for 
years before reaching a 
settlement in the late 1980s, 
Mitchell said. 

Bass lived briefly in Europe 
before returning to St. Louis 
in the early 1970s. She re¬ 
corded occasionally, in¬ 
cluding a 1995 gospel al¬ 
bum, “No Ways Tired,” that 
earned a Grammy nomi¬ 
nation. 

She is survived by four 
children. □ 


MATT MOORE 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — After 
50 years of spinning webs 
and catching a who’s who 
of criminals, Peter Parker is 
out of the hero game. 

But Spider-Man is still sling¬ 
ing from building to build¬ 
ing — reborn, refreshed 
and revived with a new 
sense of the maxim that 
Ben Parker taught his then- 
fledgling nephew: “With 
great power comes great 
responsibility.” 

Dan Slott, who’s been writ¬ 
ing Spider-Man adventures 
for the better part of the 
last 100 issues for Marvel 
Entertainment, said the cul¬ 
mination of the story is a 
new, dramatically different 
direction for the Steve Dit¬ 
to and Stan Lee-created 
hero. 

“This is an epic turn," Slott 
said. “I’ve been writing Spi¬ 
der-Man for 70-plus issues. 
Every now and then, you 


have to shake it up." 

In the pages of issue 700, 
out Wednesday, it's not 
just shaken up, it's kicked 
sky high and cracked wide 
open. 

Parker's mind is trapped 
in the withered, decaying 
dying body of his nemesis. 
Doctor Octopus aka Otto 
Octavius. Where's Doc 
Ock? Inside Parker's super- 
powered shell, learning 
what life is like for the bril¬ 
liant researcher who hap¬ 
pens to count the Aveng¬ 
ers and Fantastic Four as 
friends and family. 

The two clash mightily in 
the pages of issue 700, il¬ 
lustrated by Humberto Ra¬ 
mos and Victor Olazaba. 
But it’s Octavius who wins 
out and Parker is, at least 
for now, gone for good, 
but not before one more 
act of heroism. Editor Ste¬ 
phen Wacker said that 
while Parker is gone, his life 
casts a long shadow. □ 
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From Apocalypse To Dystopia 


A Mom 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2012 New York Times 

It’s Christmas. The “fiscal cliff’’ is 
still approaching, guns remain 
a huge problem and the politi¬ 
cal paralysis in Washington isn’t 
abating. 

But, in the spirit of the season, 
let’s put aside our national trou¬ 
bles for this one day and talk 
about something a little more 
inspiring. 

Let’s talk about what a moth¬ 
er’s love can accomplish. 

The mother I have in mind is 
Laurie Cameron, a 58-year-old 
dynamo who lives in Putnam 
County, N.Y. When I first met her, 
about 14 years ago, she was 
the director of marketing at For¬ 
tune - and one of the warmest, 
most vibrant people I have ever 
known. We became friends in 
the way people often become 
friends in the office. She knew a 
little about my life and I knew a 
little about hers, but when the 
workday ended we went our 
separate ways. 

I knew, for instance, that her 
son Luke had issues. But I never 
knew the details, because she 
didn’t talk about them. Luke, 
who is now 21, and his twin 
brother, Jason, had been born 
three months prematurely, each 
weighing less than 2 pounds. 
Luke is the one who survived. 
When Luke was 2 years old, 
Laurie realized he had severe 
developmental problems. Al¬ 
though he understands every¬ 
thing, he doesn’t speak; to this 
day, the only word he has ever 
uttered is “mom.” 

Nor can he tolerate loud noises 
or chaos - screaming babies, 
for instance, can cause him to 
become extremely agitated. 
When I met Luke recently, I as¬ 
sumed he was autistic. 

His diagnosis, however, is much 
vaguer: “developmentally de¬ 
layed,” a catchphrase for prob¬ 
lems doctors can’t pinpoint. 
Laurie freely admits that she 
spent a long time “floundering” 
trying to find the right kind of 
help for Luke. 

“There aren’t any guides to help 
you if you have a special-needs 
child,” Laurie says. She put him 
in schools that were supposed 
to integrate him with other chil¬ 
dren, but he was kept apart. 
Teachers would call while she 
was in meetings to tell her that 
Luke was having a meltdown. 
Other students ostracized him. 
Luke became depressed. 


’s Love 

Laurie, meanwhile, had be¬ 
come deeply frustrated. “He’s a 
smart kid,” she says. 

“He is computer literate. He 
loves to cook. He is fascinated 
by dolphins. He has lots of in¬ 
terests.” But when Luke was in¬ 
troduced to people, they often 
treated him as if he were men¬ 
tally slow. 

The larger world found it easy to 
marginalize him. 

When Luke was 11, Laurie found 
the Westchester Exceptional 
Children’s School in North Sa¬ 
lem, N.Y., where he was treated 
the same way we all want to be 
treated: with respect and digni¬ 
ty. He found friends there - and 
support. 

“He can feel free there,” Laurie 
says. “There are very few places 
where he can feel free.” 

Laurie became involved 
enough to join the board, even¬ 
tually becoming its president, a 
position she now holds. When 
she and I visited Luke there re¬ 
cently, she not only knew all the 
teachers, but all the students as 
well. A few of them gave her a 
hug. 

By now, Laurie is all-in as a moth¬ 
er dedicated to helping not only 
Luke but other special-needs 
children - and their parents. She 
left Fortune five years ago, and, 
since then, she has bubbled 
over with ideas. One of them is a 
series of children’s books abouf 
“the Lambdoodle cafe” featur¬ 
ing a boy like Luke. 

She made the rounds of publish¬ 
ers, who told her that the niche 
was too narrow. In the next 
breath, she said, they would tell 
her about special-needs chil¬ 
dren in their families or neigh¬ 
borhood. 

“There are 6.5 million Americans 
who have been diagnosed with 
special needs,” she says. “And 
that doesn’t count all the other 
people who are affected: par¬ 
ents, siblings, extended family. 
We are huge, and yet we are 
invisible.” 

In the long term, that is what she 
wants to change. 

In the short term, she has a more 
pressing problem. Luke will grad¬ 
uate in June. 

He will be looking, as we all do, 
for a life with friends, with inter¬ 
esting things to do, and with 
meaning. 

But most programs for people 
with special needs either require 
skills he’ll never have or are 
mind-numbingly boring. 

Laurie is planning to change 
that. She has started a program 
called “Cultivating Dreams,” 
which will offer people with spe¬ 
cial needs a community of their 
own - a little like assisted living 
for the elderly - where they can 
live freely, but also work at a 
bakery, or in a garden, or at any 
number of other jobs that suit 
this particular group of people. 
She has joined with a larger or¬ 
ganization, Careers for People 
With Disabilities, which will soon 
offer Cultivating Dreams as one 
of its programs. 

“All I’m trying to do is make sure 
my kid has a place in the world,” 
she says. Mountains are moved 
from such dreams. Q 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2012 New York Times 

WASHINGTON - We’re a little 
overwrought now. 

The NRA understands that. It’s 
as patient with us as a husband 
with a tremulous pregnant wife 
prone to crying jags. 

This is just a passing meltdown. 
We’ll get ourselves back under 
control soon and things will re¬ 
turn to normal. 

For decades, when the public 
has grown more sympathetic to 
gun control after an attempted 
assassination or a spike in gun 
murders or a harrowing school 
shooting, Wayne LaPierre and 
his fellow NRA officials have 
hunkered down to wait for the 
“emotional period” or “hyste¬ 
ria,” as they call it, to pass. 

They rule in the back rooms on 
Capitol Hill and rein in panicked 
senators and congressmen who 
fret that they should support 
some measly legislation to pre¬ 
tend they are not pawns of the 
gun lobby. 

They defend anyone owning 
anything with a trigger, reiterat¬ 
ing that military-style semi-au¬ 
tomatics are just uglier hunting 
guns. 

While there were more heart¬ 
breaking funerals in Newtown, 
Conn., with long hearses car¬ 
rying small bodies, LaPierre 
stepped to the microphone in 
Washington on Friday to pres¬ 
ent the latest variation of his 
Orwellian creed: Guns don’t kill 
people. Media kill people. 
“Rather than face their own 
moral failings,” he said in high 
dudgeon, “the media demon¬ 


ize gun owners, amplify their 
cries for more laws, and fill the 
national media with misinforma¬ 
tion and dishonest thinking that 
only delay meaningful action, 
and all but guarantee that the 
next atrocity is only a news cycle 
away.” 

So it’s our fault. 

LaPierre, who literally trembles 
when the omnipotent gun lob¬ 
by is under siege, went ballistic 
painting a threatening picture 
of the dystopia that awaits if we 
don’t protect our schools from 
guns by putting guns in schools. 
“The truth is that our society 
is populated by an unknown 
number of genuine monsters,” 
he said. “People that are so de¬ 
ranged, so evil, so possessed by 
voices and driven by demons 
that no sane person can ever 
possibly comprehend them. 
They walk among us every single 
day, and does anybody really 
believe that the next Adam Lan¬ 
za isn’t planning his attack on a 
school he’s already identified af 
this very moment?” 

How many more copycat killers, 
he asked ominously, are waiting 
in the wings for their moment of 
fame? 

On the day that 6-year-old Oliv¬ 
ia Engel, who was going to play 
an angel in her church’s Nativ¬ 
ity play, was buried, LaPierre 
heinously cloaked his refusal to 
consider any remedies to gun vi¬ 
olence - not even better back¬ 
ground checks - as tender con¬ 
cern for the 20 “little kids” shot in 
cold blood. 

He kicked around the old whip¬ 
ping boy, violent video games, 
even though plenty of his 4 mil¬ 
lion members no doubt play 
violent video games. And he 
repeated his old saw: “The only 
thing that stops a bad guy with 
a gun is a good guy with a gun.” 
Guns don’t kill people. Guns 
save people. 

The press conference, where 
the press was not allowed to ask 
questions, played like an insane 
parody: a tightly wound lobbyist 
who earns a million or so a year 
by refusing to make the slightest 
concession on gun safety, de¬ 
spite repeated slaughters by de¬ 
ranged shooters with jaw-drop- 
pingly easy access to firearms. 


LaPierre makes Charlton Heston 
look like Michael Moore. The NRA 
vice president, who once called 
federal agents “jackbooted 
government thugs,” insists the 
solution to gun violence is put¬ 
ting police officers, or “armed 
good guys,” in every one of the 
nation’s 98,817 K-l 2 schools. 

His logic is spurious. Hunters can 
have their guns without leaving 
Americans so vulnerable to be¬ 
ing hunted by demented souls 
with assault rifles that can fire 45 
rounds per minute. 

And consider that in 1999 an 
armed sheriff’s deputy polic¬ 
ing Columbine High School ex¬ 
changed fire with the shooters, 
and still they killed 12 other stu¬ 
dents and a teacher. Mayor Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg accused LaPi¬ 
erre of “a shameful evasion.” 

It’s hard to believe that the NRA 
needed to go dark for a week 
after the Newtown shootings to 
cook up such a chuckleheaded 
arms race. And LaPierre made a 
worse case against himself than 
the media ever could. It’s shock¬ 
ing that the NRA can’t even 
fake it better. 

It didn’t try to mask its obdurate 
stance by putting forth a less 
harsh official - a woman who’s 
a mother and a hunter, for in¬ 
stance. Maybe it could have 
prompted a serious discussion 
about armed guards at schools 
if it had a less crazed presenta¬ 
tion and less of an absolute vi¬ 
sion that “guns are cool,” as Da¬ 
vid Keene, its president, says. 

The 63-year-old LaPierre and 
the 67-year-old Keene, a can¬ 
tankerous former Bob Dole ad¬ 
viser whose son went to prison 
for shooting at another driver in 
a road-rage fit, seemed as out- 
of-touch as Mitt Romney’s cam¬ 
paign and the rest of the white, 
macho Republican Party. 
President Barack Obama, who 
should have been alarmed that 
his re-election inspired a boom 
in gun sales, seems daunted at 
the prospect of taking on gun 
lovers, having handed the mat¬ 
ter off to Joe Biden to study. 

The president seems to be set¬ 
ting the table for defeat. If only 
he had the visceral outrage of 
a Bloomberg. Who knows what 
could happen?Q 
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Eat, drink, be nice: manners taught at the table 


MATT RICHTEL 
© 2012 New York Times 
SAN FRANCISCO - It’s din¬ 
nertime, and 6-year-old 
Joaquin Hurtado is staying 
in his seat. He hasn’t stood 
up, run around the table or 
wrestled with his little broth¬ 
er. Good thing. It wouldn’t 
take much unruly behavior 
to shatter the dishware or 
the mood in this upscale 
restaurant. 

“This is a place where you 
come to eat,” the boy says 
softly, explaining nice man¬ 
ners. “It’s not a place to 
play.” 

The place is Chenery Park, 
a restaurant with low lights, 
cloth napkins, $24 grilled 
salmon and “family night” 
every Tuesday. Children 
are welcome, with a catch: 
They are expected to be¬ 
have - and to watch their 
manners, or learn them. 
Think upscale dining with 
training wheels. 

Chenery Park has many 
allies in the fight to teach 
manners to a new genera¬ 
tion of children. Around fhe 
country, there are classes 
taught by self-appointed 
etiquette counselors - Emily 
Posts for a new age - deliv¬ 
ering a more decentralized 
and less formal approach 
to teaching manners than 
in years past. A few restau¬ 
rants, like Chenery Park, 
and high-end hotels set 
aside space and time for 
families. 

These etiqueffe experts say 
that new approaches are 
needed because parents 
no longer have the stom¬ 
ach, time or know-how to 
play bad cop and teach 
manners. Dinnertime has 
become a free-for-all in 
many households, with 
packed family schedules, 
the television on in the 
background and a mod¬ 
ern-day belief of many par¬ 
ents that they should simply 
let children be children. 
Some of these manners- 
minders acknowledge that 
they can sound like cur¬ 
mudgeons, just another 
generation of older folks 
mourning the lost habits 
of more refined times. But 
they also say that parents 
welcome their efforts as 
a way of outsourcing the 
hard work of teaching 
youngsters to follow rules. 


During a recent family 
night at Chenery Park, Jo¬ 
seph Kowal, an owner, 
roamed among the regu¬ 
lars and newcomers, say¬ 
ing hello and occasionally 
playing parental ally. He’s 
got a twinkle in his eye but 
a steely commitment to 
having children - even if 
they're not etiquette role 


models - at least sit politely 
and not scream or throw 
food. 

“Some parents will say, ‘Un¬ 
cle Joe’s going to come 
up here, and he’s going to 
be cross with you,’” Kowal 
said. “They use that to their 
advantage.” He recalled 
one child who wouldn’t 
settle down, and he threat¬ 
ened to tape the child’s 
mouth. The child told him 
to go ahead and try. 

“I went to my office, got 
some blue painter's tape, 
came back and ripped a 
piece off,” he said. The kid 
piped down. “The parents 
looked at me like, ‘We’re 
going to try that at home.’” 
All of which raises some in¬ 
triguing questions: Is it Joe 
who brings out the best 
in his young patrons? Or 
something else? And what 
are the best strategies for 
training children to be po¬ 
lite, to pay attention to the 
world around them, wheth¬ 
er they are in dim lighting 
with fragile dishware or at 


home? 

Etiquette teachers, other 
parents and people who 
spend time thinking about 
how and why we mind our 
manners have some inter¬ 
esting ideas about new 
strategies. 

“These days, you have 
to teach kids about re¬ 
turn on investment,” said 


Robin Wells, the founder of 
Etiquette Manor in Coral 
Gables, Fla., which holds 
classes on etiquette for 
adults and children. When 
it comes to children, she 
said, long gone are the 
days when you could tell 
them that they have to be¬ 
have a certain way “just 
because." 

So, even as she imparts les¬ 
sons about using forks and 
the importance of looking 
the waiter in the eye, she 
does so by framing the les¬ 
sons in a constructively self¬ 
ish way for the children. She 
often exhorts her young 
students: be polite to your 
mother because she’ll be 
happier, and if she’s hap¬ 
pier, you're happier. 

On the first day of her five 
one-hour sessions, which 
cost $285, she tells the chil¬ 
dren to go home and do 
one unexpectedly kind 
thing so that they can see 
how wide-eyed and im¬ 
pressed their parents will 
be. “It’s almost manipula¬ 


tion at its finest,” she said. 
Then she starts in with the 
knives and forks, and fhe 
proper way to address an 
adult or a waiter. On the 
last day of class, they at¬ 
tend a three-course meal 
at an upscale restaurant. 
(Among her lessons: she 
slams a clunky landline 
phone on the table and 


asks children if that seems 
OK. No, she responds, so 
don't put your cellphone 
on the table either.) 

Around the country, hun¬ 
dreds of entrepreneurs 
teach versions of etiquette 
and manners classes, said 
Elena Neitlich, the founder 
of Moms On Edge, a com¬ 
pany, with offices in Os¬ 
prey, Fla., that offers online 
certification for manners 
teachers through a course 
called Etiquette Moms, at 
prices ranging from $250 to 
$1,250. 

She believes that teaching 
manners to children has 
grown more challenging, 
and necessary, in part be¬ 
cause of technology. 

“Kids have stopped mak¬ 
ing eye contact at one an¬ 
other," Neitlich said. “They 
bring their technology to 
the table. She added that it 
is true of parents, too: "Ev¬ 
eryone is in a hurry. Things 
are clipped, clipped, 
clipped.” 

It all makes teaching man¬ 


ners at home challenging, 
said Faye de Muyshondt, 
the founder of Social- 
sklz, which feaches work¬ 
shops in New York Cify on 
etiquette and social skills. 
Modern children seem to 
want no part of fhe con¬ 
versation, she said. 

“Say the words ‘manners’ 
or ‘etiquette’ to kids these 
days, and they run the oth¬ 
er direction," she said. She 
prefers teaching the chil¬ 
dren that they are “building 
the brand called ‘you.’” 
“People don't want to eat 
with someone whose plate 
looks like a science proj¬ 
ect,” she tells the children 
in her workshops. “If you 
want to be invited back on 
a play date,” she explains, 
be polite. 

She thinks that one key 
aspect of her workshops, 
which take place in schools 
or with Brownie troops, is 
that they don’t happen in 
the home or at the dinner 
table. “The casual nature 
of the home makes it diffi¬ 
cult,” she said, adding that 
most children she talks to 
say that their families have 
the television on during din¬ 
ner. 

Indeed, she and other ex¬ 
perts talked repeatedly 
about setting, and how it 
affects manners and be¬ 
havior. 

It turns out that this concept 
is connected to science 
from a group of seem¬ 
ingly unrelated research¬ 
ers: criminologists. They 
look at what is happening 
at a place like Chenery 
Park through a very differ¬ 
ent lens called ecological 
psychology, or its subset, 
broken-windows theory. It 
suggests that when an en¬ 
vironment is dilapidated, it 
gives permission to people 
to misbehave. When the 
proverbial windows are 
not broken, neither is the 
behavior, or so the theory 
goes. “A fancy restaurant 
gives off so many cues that 
this is a place for refined be¬ 
havior," said Ralph B. Tay¬ 
lor, a professor of criminal 
justice at Temple University 
who studies how environ¬ 
ments influence behavior. 
And he and other people 
in the field say that the en¬ 
vironment changes not just 
the youngsters. □ 



Robin Wells, of Etiquette Manor, goes over the ins and outs of napkin use in Coral Gables, FI. Around 
the country, there are classes taught by self-appointed etiquette counselors, who say that new 
approaches are needed because parents no longer have the stomach, time or know-how to play 
bad cop and teach manners. 

(Moris Moreno/The New York Times) 




















